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Medical Commentaries, Part 1. Containing a plain and dire 
Anfwer to Profeffor Monro, Funior. Inter{perfed with Remarks 
on the Strufture, Funétions, and Difeafes of feveral Parts of 
the human Body. By William Hunter, Mi D. 4to. 4s. 
fewed. Millar, 


HOU GH we have feldom entered deeply into the con- 
T troverfies of Phyficians or Anatomifts, yet, as there 
appears in thefe Commentaries fomething fo decifive of a 
former anatomical difpute, (which we had curforily reviewed) 
between our prefent Author and another Gentleman, of the 
fame profeffion, we think we fhall need no apology to our 
medical Readers, for prefenting them a brief fummary 
of this fenfible and well-digefted performance, which 
feems, to us, to preclude all farther pertinent debate on the 
fubjeé&t. The two principal points, the difcovery or property 
of which are litigated between Dr. Hunter and Dr. Alexander 
Monro, junior, (whofe father became, in fome meafure, a 
party in the difpute, by a Letter, re-printed in thefe Commen- 
taries) regard the prior injection of the Epididymis, and of the 
convoluted Tudbuli of the Tefis with mercury; and of the 
prior difcovery of the lymphatic vefiels being a fyftem of ab- 
forbing ones: with the publifhing, not the printing, of that 
difcovery. 


After a concife Introduction, Dr. Hunter afferts, and con- 
firms his affertion by fix reputable witnefles, that in his au- 
tumn Leétures, 1752, he produced a preparation of the hu- 
man Te/fis, in which he had compleatly filled the Epididymis 
and the tubes compofing the body of the Te//is with mercury, 
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320 Howter’s medical Commentaries. 


by injecting the vas deferens. ‘The Doctor fays, this occurred 
early in November, and it is natural to fuppofe him more at- 
tentive to the date than moft of his friends or auditors. Mr, 
Watfon of Marlborough-ftreet, Reader of Anatomy, fays, 
it was in the beginning of the autumn Courfe 1752. The 
five other Gentlemen are not fo exact as to the month, but 
are all very clear, that it occurred, and that the preparation 
was fatisfaCtorily exhibited at the public Lectures fome time in 
that Courfe, which concluded in December 1752. 


Dr. Donald Monro affirms, in his Letter here re-printed, 
«¢ thathis brother, Dr. A. Monro, injected the feminal tubes 
with quickfilver January 9, 1753, and that in autumn 1754, 
he publifhed an account, and figures of them, which were 
fent to Dr. Shaw, and feen by Dr. Hunter: and as Dr. 
D. Monro fays, ** If Dr. Hunter can produce one well-vouched 
evidence of his having filled the feminal tubes of the Te/tis 


before the gth of January 1753, Dr. A. Monro will freely give 


up all claim to the honour of the difcovery;” and the young 
Profcflor himfelf having alfo ‘* defired* Dr. Hunter to pro- 
duce the teftimony of fome few of the number who had feen 
the prepasation in queftion in autumn 1752,” our Author 
concludes the firft chapter, in which he has produced fix, 
by faying, ‘*¢ the Doctor may obferve, he has been difpofed to 
oblige him.” Could this plain and pregnant evidence need 
the leaft corroboration, it might be obferved, that Dr. D. 
Monro {fays, in his Letter to Dr. Garrow at Barnet, dated 
December 14, 1752. ‘* Dr. H’s preparation is a common 
one; he will get the mercury no further than the Epididymis,” 
p- 107, becauie, as he aflerts, 104, ‘¢ neither his father nor 
himfelf could get it further.” Indeed Profeflor Monro, fen. 
has exprefsly admitted this, faying+, ‘* he never could make 
it pafs above half the body of the Epididymis:” having pre- 
vioufly ‘* fuppofed the fibres t{ of which the Te/iis is compof- 
ed, to be veflels, but he could not determine of what kind, 
never having made a coloured liquor [nor any fluid of which 
we are informed] to enter them.” Suppofing our medical 
Readers a Court and Jury of Anatomifts, on this point of the 


caufe, we think the evidence concerning it, may properly be 
refted here. 


The evidence, with regard to the difcovery of the Lympha- 
tics being abforbing veflels, ftands briefly this. In a Letter, 


* Obfervations anatomical and phyfiological, page 16, 
+ Medical Effays, vol. V. page 217. 
t Ibid. p. 216. 
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which muft have been dated fometime in 1757, and which 


Dr. A. Monro, junior, acknowleges to have been wrote by . 


his father, this laft Gentleman affirms, ‘* that more than 
four years ago [fuppofe it the year 1752] he and many others 
faw -the preparations which led him to the general doétrine of 
the Lymphatics being a fyftem of abforbents. On the other 
hand, in page 101 of the prefent work, we are informed, 
that ever fince the year 1746, when Dr. Hunter firft read ana- 
tomical Leétures here, he, Dr. Hunter, has advanced the 
fame doétrine. For this he appeals to the MS. Syllabus of 
his LeGtures, ufed in public from the beginning, and to feve- 
ral MSS. of his Leétures in the poffeffion of his Pupils. But 
what is clofer, and has an appearance of being conclufive, is, 
that he appeals to the teftimony of two living, or lately living, 
public Profeflors of Anatomy; to the three Readers of Ana- 
tomy at London, Glafcow, and Dublin; and to the anato- 
thical Demonftrator or Diffeétor for the Profeffor at Cam- 
bridge, for his having taught this phyfiological doctrine for a 
number of years, and fupported it by feveral arguments at 
his public Le&tures. Befides ftrong and clear extraéts from 
thefe Gentlemens letters on this head, he has added the con- 
curring teftimonies of five others, fome of whom were his 
Pupils as early as 1746. Now if Profeffor Monro’s affertion 
already cited, of his having been led to this doctrine more 
than four years before 57, were extended to feven years, it 
would ftill manifeftly conclude the difcovery to have been 
previoufly made by Dr. Hunter. 


The third chapter, the Hiffory of the Difpute, enforces all 
this-circumftantially, and contains two Letters from Dr. 
Black, Profeflor of Medicine at Glafcow, to Dr. Hunter, 
They were occafioned by this anatomical Controverfy, are 
very well written, and feem extorted from the Profeffor, 
through his prevalent attachment to truth rather than em 
friendfhip. The faéts unavoidably bear hard upon: one of 
thefe Competitors, while the expreffions attempt to apolo- 


gize for his temerity, and imprefs a favourable idea of his 
abilities. 


The fourth chapter (which Dr. Hunter alfo ron 
in remarks on fome extraordinary paragraphs, as he calls 
them, in Dr. Monro’s pamphlet) relates to an appear- 
ance near the Epididymis, which Dr. Monro fuppoted to 


be a veflel coming from it; but which Dr. Hunter, and_ 


his brother Mr. John Hunter (who avers, he unravelled a 
great part of the preparation by diffection before proper wit- 
2 neiles ) 
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nefles) affirm, to have been a very fmall procefs, or minute 
proje&ion, from the Epididymis itfelf, from one part of which 
it came out, and returned again into another. However, as 
Dr. Monro took it for fome remarkable veflel or du@, going 
off from the Epididymis, and fays, Dr. Hunter has fince de- 
monftrated it to be fuch, without naming him as the Difco- 
verer, he confiders it as a great want of candourinhim. Dr, 
Hunter affirms in fact, that he never demonftrated any fuch 
detached vefiel, (except Lymphatics) really thinking none 
fuch exift. If Tie may be credited in this, it was certainly 
fufficient’to prevent his demonftrating it; and, at all events, 
his Antagonift, who is left in the fole pofleffion of it, has 
fufficiently obviated his demonftrating it hereafter. Fora 
confirmation that he afterwards {poke thus of this imaginary 
du&t of Dr. Monro’s, for which he fuppofes this Gentleman 
might miftake fome common Lymphatic, he appeals to the 
Auditors of his autumn Courfe in 1758, (when Dr. Monro 
was gone to Berlin) and who then attefted, that Dr. Hunter 
had always mentioned fuch fuppofed tube or veflel, in the fame 
manner. 


The fecond anatomical topic in this chapter, relates to the 
filling the lymphatic Glands, and the Lymphatics iffuing from 
their cells, by inflating them, or by pouring mercury into 
their cavities, which Dr. Hunter affirms his brother had dif- 
covered a method of doing in 1753, or —54, by pufhing a 
blow-pipe into their fubftance. On this account Dr. Monro 
has termed Dr. Hunter the Eccho of Nuck and Cowper ;_ but 
very unfortunately, as the Author of thefe Commentaries po- 
fitively affirms, that neither of thefe Anatomifts had filled 
them in that manner, but by injecting fome lymphatic veffel 
communicating with their cavity. Now we verily think, that 
no Reader who has a competent notion of Dr. Hunter’s great 
affiduity and accuracy, and of his remarkable caution, will 
ever fuppofe, he would have afferted this of thefe two Anato- 
mifts, without having aflured himfelf of its certainty. 


In the chapter—,Of Abforption by the Veins—of which 
faculty of the red veins Dr. Hunter entertains fome doubt, 
we are prefented with feveral experiments on five living ani- 
mals, in order to difcover whether they abforb or not: a 
queftion not fully determined by Phyfiologifts ; tho’ their ab- 
forption is the opinion more generally received. Neverthelefs, 
it muft be acknowleged, that the feveral experiments made 
here, in prefence of many competent fpectators, incline con- 
fiderably to the negative of their abforption; while they a- 
bundantly 












































































HunTER’s medical Commentaries. 323 
bundantly eftablifh the abforption of the Lacteals, if that. 


needed any proof. Previous, however, to thefe experiments, 

Dr. Hunter modeftly and diffidently fays, ‘* Authors of 

the beft credit had given fuch arguments and experiments in 

favour of abforption by veins, that I dared not, even in my, | , 
1 





own mind, determine the queftion.” The triumph affumed 
by Dr. Monro, on his afcribing to Dr. Hunter, a printed, 
public, and pofitive denial of abforption by the veins, is en- 
tirely diffipated, by the latter’s difavowing the wniting fuch a 
printed paper, or knowing of it directly or indirectly, before 
it was printed, and his being authorized to difclaim it by 
the real Writers. 


The fhort chapter concerning the Veffels of the Cartilages, 
and of the Dué& of the lachrymal Gland, affords Dr. Hunter 
an opportunity of correcting a miftake he was led into, when 
a young Anatomift, from fome appearances with refpec to 
thofe vellels. It alfo gives him an opportunity of convincing 
his Readers, that he had demonftrated the fame ducts of the 
lachrymal gland in 1747, which Dr. Monro difcovered in 
1753. For the truth of this, he appeals to two Gentlemen, 
whom he names; and that he had demonftrated’ them many 
years before 1753, we are fatisfied he might fafely appeal ta 


a few hundred. | : 


The chapter containing—An Examination of what Pro- 
feffor Monro fenior, publifhed as a Defence of his Son—is fen- 
fible and expoftulatory, without acrimony. Great allowances 
fhould undoubtedly be made for any fallies of paternal zeal 
for the reputation of a fon;. who, poflibly, if he had colleét- 
ed any information of the points in conteft, might not have 
acknowleged fuch circumftances to his neareft friends. It H 
recites, by the way, a remarkable cafe in proof and illuftration | 
) of the doétrine of Abforption by the Lymphatics; which | 
evinces, that Time will fubfcribe to a prognoftic, founded: 
upon an intimate acquaintance with the interior animal ftruc- 
ture and ceconomy. , 


The chapter—Of the Difcovery of the Membrana pupillaris, | 
and of the Infenfibility of the Tendons, &c.—is compofed, ie. 
in a great meafure, from Dr. Hunter’s anatomical Lec- (i 
turs. It has been partly occafioned by Dr. Monro, fenior, | 


having reproached him ‘ with quarrelling with other great 
Anatomifts, which, he ventured to predict, would redound lit- 
tle to his honour.” This has induced Dr. Hunter to print 
thefe paffages, in order to fpecify the fubjects and particulars 
3 cn 
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on which he might diffent a little from Baron Haller; with the 
terms in which he might exprefs that diflent: and in neither 
of thefe can we difcern any thing either illiberal or acrimoni- 
ous. If fuch philofophical liberties were not allowable, it 
would be difficult to eftablifh any new difcovery in any branch 
of phyfics: and if this diverfity of opinion fhould be deemed 
a difhonourable difpute, Anatomifts, as our Author juftly 
obferves, muft be very cautious in their improvements and 
communications. But there was fo little reafon to appre- 
hend, from the real merit and abilities of the illuftrious Hal- 
ler, that he would be difgufted with a decent freedom in this 
way, that we are not furprized to find Dr. Hunter con- 
clude this chapter, by referring to a paflage in a treatife* of 
Haller’s on the very fubject about which they differed, and in 
which he has fpoken by no means difhonourably of our Au- 
thor ; whofe delicacy chufes rather to refer to the paflage, than 
to cite the words of it. 


The ninth and laft chapter, concerning Ruptures, &c. is 
the only difpute Dr. Hunter admits he ever had with Mr. Pott. 
To fubmit what difhonour may redound to him from this, to 
the decifion of the public, he avers his differing with Mr. 
Pott in regard to the fituation of the te/fes of a foetus in the 
abdomen, tillthe birth. He alfo fuppofes he has fome right to 
complain of Mr. Pott’s publifhing his treatife on the congenial 
Hernia, in which the ¢e/is and inteftine are contiguous, with- 
out mentioning either his name, or his brother’s in it; 
this laf Gentleman having fhewn Mr. Pott a preparation, 
that perfectly illuftrated this curious, unborn, or prenatalitial 
Rupture, as it may be called; and which this chapter inti- 
mates, Mr. Pott did not fully comprehend before. Though 
there is fome little afperity in this difcuffion, yet it does not 
degenerate into fcurrility, but avows ** a difpofition to make 
Mr. Pott all juft redreis, if he fhall candidly convince the 
Doétor, of his having mifunderftood or mifinterpreted any 
part of his conduct.” 


We mutt not omit, that this chapter includes—Obferva- 
tions on the State of the Ye/fis in the Foetus, and on the 
Hernia Congenita, by Mr. John Hunter—They employ about 
fourteen pages, and contain a very full and elaborate account 
of the ftate of thofe parts in the Foetus ; and of their various 
fite and circumftances in fome of its different months. It 
certainly required an experienced Anatomift, and very expert 


* Mem, fur les Part. fenfib. et infenfib. tom. IV. p. 37. 
. 2 : , Diffector, 
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Diffef&tor, to exhibit fuch an accurate difplay of thefe, and 
many of the contiguous parts, as was previoufly neceflary to 

roduce the four elegant plates of them, which are annexed 
to thefe obfervations. 


Such is the fubftance of the polemic part of thefe Commen- 
taries ; from which it is fufficiently apparent, that Dr. 
Monro will find it impoffible to difprove fuch teftimonies, 
with refpeéct to the three contefted points, as his Antagonift 
has produced. ‘To view this matter, however, in the Faire 
light; as Dr. Hunter exprefsly afcribes the happy injection 
to his brother,—in which Dr. Monro fucceeded equally two 
months after ; the latter may, in candour, be fuppoied an 
equal Injector, tho’, in this particular, a later one. That 
the fubftance of this part has long been concluded won- 
derfully extenfive and tubular, is certain: but Mr. Hun- 
ter’s compleat injection of it, has ferved as a very curious 
and fatisfactory demonftration of its truth, and is the firft 
that has come to our knowlege. Had Dr. Monro contented 
himfelf with averring, that independent of the leaft hint or 
information of this preparation, or of the new doétrine of 
the Lymphatics, he had as compleatly filled the part, and as 
incon{cioufly maintained that do€rine, folely from his perfonal 
inveftigation and deductions, fuch averment had been confider- 
ably more defenfible ; notwithftanding the glaring improbabi- 
lity of thefe anatomical novelties being long a fecret at Edin- 
burgh, after their publication to many Pupils, and other Au- 
ditors, at London. For Dr. Hunter has juftly aliowed, 
“* that two perfons engaged in the fame ftudies may, not im- 
probably, light on the fame difcovery ;” and has elfewhere 
acknowleged his former opinion, * that he had made fome 
difcoveries himfelf, in which, he was afterwards convinced, 
he had been anticipated by Albinus and Haller.” He feems, 
neverthelefs, to have contracted no acrimony, nor ill lan- 
guage, from fuch anticipations ; in which refpect he certain! 
merits imitation. On the other hand, it feems likely, thata 
Gentleman who had not been robbed of a difcovery, but only 
anticipated in it, would have fairly acquiefced in his confci- 


ous co-incidence with the penetration of another, who, from- 


a variety of accidents, might have firft ftarted the difcovery. 


But this circumftance of crying out firft, with little temper ~ 


and decency, looks like confidering human flefh and horfe 
fiefh, on the fame footing ; and fuppofes jockeying in an 
anatomical Courfe, as fair as it was formerly fuppofed at a 

X 4 horfe- 
















































































Hunter’s medical Commentaries. 


326 





° ‘ 


bf 
horfe-race. Real honour, however, that high and exquifite 
honefty, which fhould be expected among men of {cientific 
and liberal purfuits, is a very delicate uniform virtue, and 
will no more permit our invading the property of another’s 
mind, than the wife of his bofom, or the money in his purfe: 
and fome unfair purfuits are commonly in view, when we 
prefer the applaufe of others, or any of its lucrative confe- 
quences, to the well-founded approbation of our own hearts. 


After all, however, there is no being certain, how long it 
is fince this Gentleman may have intended to have atchieved 
thefe difcoveries, in which, perhaps, he has only been pre- 
vented by the officious hurry and impatience of others. He ° 
has indifputably been much enamoured of them all, and great 
love will plead for great allowances. It may be apprehended 
neverthelefs, if this precipitate ardor for finding out fhall ftill 
prevail, that its confequences may fometimes approach too 
near to finding more than was loft: and, at the very wortt, 
a little generous truth may often turn out as reputably as too 
much invention. 


With regard to the Author of thefe Commentaries, his fu- 
periority in the prefent debate, is too palpable for any, who 
confider writings abftracted from their Writers, to diflem- 
ble their conviction of it. -This litigation will naturally 
eftablifh his pretenfions the more extenfively , and more {peedi- 
ly, perhaps, than might have been effected by publifhing his 
difcoveries without it. The origin of the conteft, with the 
liberal manner in which it begun, muft have a natural tenden- 
cy to confirm him in that candour with which he treats all his 
other anatomical cotemporaries whom he names: for we may: 
reafonably conclude, no man ever feels the excellence of any 
virtue fo afrectingly, as when he has been fenfibly hurt by the 
want of itin another. Confummate candour is probably one 
of the rareft attainments of human nature; and tho’ to rejoice’ 
in the equal or even fuperior worth and happinefs of others, 
founds romantic, and may be thought rather one of the bea- 
titudes in a ftate exclufive of doubt and difcord; yet it is. very 
conceivable, that fuch excellent perfons, as have fubdued all 
envy in themfelves, may have fome foretafte of fo refined a 
fruition in this. 


Since the great and compleat difcovery of the Circulation, 
all fubfequent anatomical ones have been thought reputable, 
in proportion to the light and importance attending hems 5 
and it were truly unjuft to exclude men from fame, who fo 
painfully, 
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painfully, fo difagreeably, and even fometimes fo dangeroufly, 
employ themfelves in the purfuit of it. It is no wonder then, 
if one Anatomift, who has inveftigated an ufeful, or were it 
only a very curious difcovery, fhould affert an honour he had 
dearly ezrned ; and prove tenacious, or even vindictive of it, 
from the invafion or rapacity of another; efpecially in the 

refent cafe, where there was no medium: as Dr. Hunter 
muft either have afferted his prior difcovery of the contefted 
points, or have fat down under the charge of that plagiarifm, 
which he has fo effectually repelled, and, with fo much pro- 
bability, retorted. This confideration will fufficiently qualify 
that poienancy of refentment, and keennefs of raillery, which 
abound in fome parts of this work; while thofe detached from 
the controverfy, and publifhed for the information of Stu- 
dents in Anatomy, difcover the accuracy and precifion of a 


Matter. 
K. 


—_—_ 7 





Philfophical Tranfaétions, giving fome Account of the prefent Un- 
dertakings, Studies, and Labours of the Ingenious, in many 
confiderable Parts of the World. Vol. LU. PartI. For 
the Year 1761. 4to. 12s. in Sheets, Davis and Rey- 


mers. 


HILE the publication of the Philofophical Tranf- 

actions was entrufted folely to the Secretaries. of the 
Society, it was no great wonder that a number of unimport- 
ant papers fhould render fuch publication fufficiently volumi- 
nous, or that partiality fhould fometimes give a place to others, 
redounding little to the credit of fo learned and difcerning a 
body. From the regulations, however, which were made a 
few years ago, when a Committee was firft appointed to re- 
confider the papers read before them, and felect out of them 
fuch as they fhould judge moft proper for publication, we werg 
in hopes that the future collections would be more curious and 
important, or, at leaft, that if they could not be rendered more 
interefting, they would be lefs volumjnous; efpecially as the 
grounds of the preference given to the pieces laid before 
them were to be confefledly, the importance or fingularity of 
the fubjects, or the improved manner of treating them. We 
are in fome degree mortified, however, to fee the Compilers 
ftill proceeding fo much in their old ftrain,, maguo conatu mag- 


nas nugas dicere; and to find their publications anfwer much. 


the fame end as formerly, viz. to fatisfy the public, that the 
mectings 
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meetings of the Royal Society are continued, and that their 
Tranfactions ftili afford dull reiterated accounts of all the 
Earthquakes, Eruptions, Hurricanes, Summer-fhowers, and 
Jack o’lanthorns, which have been recorded in the News- 
papers and Magazines fo leng before, and in a manner fo lit- 
tle worth remembering, as to have been almoft forgotten. 


Not that we mean to infinuate, that the mifcellany before 
us extending thro’ a quarto volume of 414 pages, contains no- 
thing fingular and important: but we muft avow our con- 
cern to fee the Philofephical ‘Tranfactions, publifhed by an 
Englifh Royal Society, reduced almoft to a mere Journal of 
practical, and often confefledly blundering, experiments and 
obfervations. 


If we had the honour of this learned body and of our 
country Jefs at heart, we poflibly might not have fpoken our 
minds ‘thus freely; but, as we know the great and diftin- 
guifhed abilities of many of the Members of the Society, we 
would exhort them, if they have the fame regard for the cha- 
racter and credit of their body, not to juftify, by their indo- 
lence or neglect, the reflection recently caft on all eftablith- 
ments of this nature; gue chacun de ceux qui les compofent vaut 
toujours mieux feul qu’ avec le corps*. But to proceed to give 

‘our Readers fome account of the refpective papers contained 
in this volume, agreeable to our plan, 


NATURAL History and Puysics, 


Art. 1. An account of the ufe of Furze in fencing the Banks of 
Rivers, Ina letter from the Rev. Mr. David Wark. 


In this paper is recommended a method to raife locks and 
dam-heads, at one tenth of the ordinary expence, by means 
of furze, and a perpendicular wall of ftone, or of deal- 
boards. 


Art. 2. An account of a remarkable Halo. Ina letter from Tho- 
mas Barker, Efq; 


Mr. Barker introduces this account with fome obfervations 
not directly applicable to the fubject, intimating his defire of 
hearing that fome impartial perfon had examined into his opi- 
nion, concerning the change of colour in Sirius, fometime 
fince prefented to the Society}. The phenomenon here 
fpoken of, was obferved fo long ago as May 20, 1737. 


* Emile. Par J. J. Rouffeay, vol, IIT. p. 316. 
+ See Review, vol. XXV. p. 7. 


Art. 3: 
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Art. 3. 4 account of a Meteor feen in New-England; and of 

. @Whirl-wind felt in that country. Inq letter from Mr. Folm 
Winthrop, Profeffor of philofophy at Cambridge in New-Eng- 
land. 


A fimple relation of two phenomena, not very uncommon 
in moft countries, and much lefs extraordinary in New Eng- 


land. 


8. An account of an Eruption of Mount Vefuvius. In a letter 
from Sir Francis. Hafkins Eyles Stiles, Bart. F. R. 8. 


>. Another account of the fame Eruption of Mount Vefuvius.. By 
the fame, 


The public are here reminded, that an eruption of Vefu- 
vius happened in December 1760; that two Englifh Gentle- 
men, with their guides, were obliged to run away from it, 
and that the Neapolitans were, as ufual on fuch occafions, 
very much frightned. 


12. Experiments on checking the too luxuriant Growth of Fruit 
Trees, tending to difpofe them to produce Fruit. Inaletter from 
Keane Fitzgerald, Efq; F.R.S. | 


The Author of this paper tells us, that by cutting off the 
bark of fruit-trees, and putting it on again, he made the 
branches fo circumcifed, produce fruit very plentifully. 


13. An account of the Urtica Marina. Ina letter from Fafeph 
| Gaertner, M. D. t¥ 


In this paper are defcribed feveral fpecies of the Urtice 
Marina, called by Mr. Hughes* animal fiewers; Dr. Gaert- 
ner claffing them under the fame genus as the Hydra of Lin- 
nus, commonly called the Polype. ‘Their figures are given, 
neatly engraved. 


14. 4 Catalogue of the fifty Plants from Chelfea Garden, pre- 
fented to the Royal Society by the Company-of Apothecaries, for 
the year 1760. 


15. An account of the Cicuta, recommended by Dr. Storke; by 
William Watfon, M.D. F. R.S. 


The defign of this paper is to afcertain the fpecies of the 
Cicuta recommended by Dr. Storke, fo that medical Practi- 


* See Review, vol. III. p. 197. Hughes’s Natural Hiftory of 
Barbados, 
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tioners, who are not converfant in botany, and are neverthe- 
lefs defirous of trying the effects of this plant, may with cer- 
tainty know what it is. Dr. Watfon had, indeed, endea- 
voured, in a former paper, to prove this plant to be the com- 
mon Hemlock, and not the Cicuta aquatica, as had been fug- 
gefted by fome. Dr. Storke, however, has, it feems, put 
this matter out of doubt, by tranfmitting from Vienna fome 
leaves of the plant he ufed, which appears to be of the fame 
{pecies as the common Hemlock. 


16. An account of an Anthelion obferved near Oxford. In aletter 
from the Rev. ‘Fohn Swinton, B.D. of Chrift Church, Oxon. 
F.R.S. 


This is 4 particular and well-narrated account of a phe- 
nomenon, obferved from Shotover Hill, July 24, 1760. 
Anthelia, or mock funs, have appeared too feldom to afford 
fufficient grounds for a phyfiological explication of their 
caufe; the Author, however, drops feveral fenfible hints 
tending to confirm the received opinion, refpeting.the forma- 
tion of this kind of meteors. 


37. An account of a production of Nature at Dunbar in Scotland, 


like that of the Giants-Caufeway in Ireland. By the Bifbop of 
Offory. 
38. An account of a remarkable Meteor feen at Oxford. Ina 
letter from the Rev. ‘fchn Swinton, F. R.S. 


This phenomenon was a very uncommon one; _refembling 
an iris, except that its colours were very different. The Ob- 
ferver Conceives it to have been a kind of a water-fpout: 
an extraordinary appearance, indeed, fo far from the fea as | 


Oxford ! 


19. An account of fome produétions of Nature in Scotland, re- 


Jembling the Gtants-caufeway in freland. By Emanuel Mendex 
da Cofta, F.R.S. 


The Bifhop of Offory’s account, juft mentioned, of the 
rocks at the entrance of the harbour of Dunbar, gave rife to 
the communication of the prefent, of fome fimilar produc- 
tions in other parts of Scotland, particularly in Cana ifland, 
near the ifle of Sky. 


21. Differtatio de TZoophytis, quam Regia Societati Sctentiarum 
Anglia legendam at judicandam prabet Fob Bafter, M, D. 
Acad, Caf, Reg. Sac. Angl. et Halland. Soc. 
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To this differtation is annexed a copper-plate, with figures 
to illuftrate the verbal defcription. 


22. An account of an uncommon Phenomenon in Dorfetfire. Ina 


letter from ‘Fobn Stephens, M. A. 


The phenomenon here defcribed is that of a fmoke, and 
fometimes of a vifible fame, iffuing from the cliffs near Char- 
mouth in the weftern part of Dorfetfhire ; firft obferved in 
Auguft 1751, and continued at intervals ever fince. The 
Writer makes feveral pertinent remarks on the appearances he 
obferved, with their caufe and confequences, not unworthy 
the confideration of the Naturalift. 


24. 4 defcription of the Cae In a letter from D. Lyfons, 


The Cephus is a fea-bird, of which we have here a very 
minute account. 


26. An account of the Earthquake at Lifbon, the 31ft of March, 
1761. Ina letter from thence to Fofeph Salvador, Ejq; F.R. 8. 


27. Another account of the fame Earthquake. In a letter from 
Mr. Malloy. 


This is faid to have been the moft fevere fhock felt at Lif- 
bon, fince the dreadful overthrow of that city in 1755. No 
great damage, however, was occafioned by it. 


30. An account of an Earthquake felt in the ifland of Madeira, 
March 31, 1761. By Thomas Heberden, M.D. F.R. 8. 
Communicated by William Heberden, M.D. F.R.S. 


Dr. Heberden remarks, that tho’ it be a common obferva- 
tion, that a calm always attends an Earthquake, no fuch thing 
happened in this; buta fine gale of wind before and after, as 
well as during the time of the fhock. He obferves alfo, that 
the fun, which fhone very bright, was furrounded immedi- 
ately after the earthquake by a very large halo, which lafted 
about an hour, and then gradually difappeared. 


31. An account of atreatife in Latin, prefented to the Royal So 
ciety, entitled, De admtrando frigore artificial, quo mercurius 
eft congelatus, differtatio, Sc. af. A. Braunio, Acad. Scien. 


Membro, Sc. By William Watjon, M.D. R.S.S. 


This account contains a minute and circumftantial ‘detail 
of Mr. Braun’s difcovery and experiments relating to the con- 
gelation of mercury. Among many other curious particu- 
lars, 
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lars, we are here informed, that although many fluids wif. 
produce artificial cold, the nitrous acid is the moft powerful ; 
that the degree of heat, in which mercury begins to boil, is 
not at 600 of Fahrenheit’s feale, as is generally imagined ; 
but at leaft at 709: that the interval between the greateft 
contraction to the greateft dilatation of the mercury, confifts 
of 1237 degrees of the faid fcale; its volume, and confe- 
quently its fpecific gravity, varying a tenth part. We are 
told alfo, that Mr. Braun never was able, by the mixture of 
fnow and fpirit of nitre, which froze the mercury, to freeze 
fpirit of wine; whence it appears, fays Dr. Watfon, that 
{pirit thermometers are the moft fit to determine the degree of 
coldnefs in frigorific mixtures, until we are in a fituation to 
conftruct folid metallic thermometers with fufficient accu- 
racy. 


56. An account of an Encrinus, or Star-fifh, with a jointed fem, 
taken on the coaft of Barbadoes; which explains to what kind 0 
animal thofe foffiles belong, called Star-ftones, Afteria, and 
Aftropodia, which have been found in many parts of this king-. 
dim. By Fobn Ellis, Ef, FLR.S. 


This is a curious paper, and is illuftrated by two very ele- 


gant plates. 


Papers relative to ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Art. 5. Extraét of a letter from the Abbé de la Cte, of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, and F. R. 8. to William 
Watfon, M.D. F.R.8. recommending to the Rev. Mr. Ne- 
vil Mafkelyne, F. R. 8. to make'at St. Helena a feries of Ob- 
fervations for difcovering the Paraliax of the Moon. 


6. A letter from the Rev. Nevil Mafkelyne, to William Watfon, 
M. D. 


Both thefe letters relate to the fame fubje&. 


The articles 32 to 48 inclufive, as alfo 59, 60, 61, 625 
and 63, contain various obfervations made in different parts 
of the world, on the late Tranfit of Venus over the Sun ; with 
other aftronomical obfervations made on that occafion. Of 
thefe, therefore, our Readers will expect of us no farther 
account. 


ANTIQUITIES and PoLiTE ARTs. 


Art. 7. 4 Differtation upon a Samnite Denarius, never before 
publifhed. Ina letter from Mr, Swinton, FL R.S. iia 
IS 
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This inedited filver coin, we are told, is adorned with 
two Ltrufcan inicriptions, which very well merit the attention 
of the learned. Itisof the fize of the larger confular Dena- 
rii, difcovers much of the Roman tafte, and is in the fineft 
confervation. 


10. Lxtraét of a letter from Mr. Robert Mackinlay, to the Earl 
of Morton, concerning the late Eruption of Vefuvius, and the 
difcovery of an ancient flatue of Venus at Rome. 


The eruption of Vefuvius, here curforily mentioned, is the 
fame with that above noticed in articles 8 andg. ‘The ftatue 
of Venus is faid to be of moft exquifite workmanfhip ; full 
fix feet high ; and inthe fame attitude with the Venus of Me- 
dicis: with this difference, that her right hand is extended be- 
fore her breaft, and her left fupports a light drapery below. 
This ftatue, we are told, was dug upin the Mons Calius, and 
is now in the poffeffion of the Marquis Carnavallia. 


23. Additional obfervations upon fome plates of white glafs found 
at Herculaneum. Ina letter from fF. Nixon, M. A. F.R.S. 


Thefe obfervations are a fupplement to a paper on the fame 
fubject inferted in the fecond part of the fiftieth volume of 
_ the Tranfactions. Mr. Nixon, who traces back the anti- 
quity of glafs windows to the third century, has here made 
feveral judicious critical remarks on what Authors have writ- 


ten on this matter: they arenot, however, of a nature to be 
abfiracted. | 


The medicinal, mathematical, and other articles, will be 
taken notice of in a future Review. 


K-r-k 





The Contemplatifi. A Night Piece. By J. Cunningham. 
4to. Od. Payne. 


N beftowing our approbation on a former little piece of 

Mr. Cunningham’s, we remarked fome inftances of quaint- 
nefs and affectation, into which we prefumed he had fallen 
by too clofe an imitation of Mr. Gray’s celebrated Elegy. 
From the perufal of the performance before us, however, we 
cannot help fufpecting fome habitual quaintnefs in our Au- 
thor’s manner of thinking and writing in general. 


Next to the pleafure we receive from the native efforts of 
true genius, is that of finding the fentiments and images it 
exhibits, 
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exhibits, attended with an elegant fimplicity ‘of expreffion: 
as nothing, however, is more agreeable than fuch an affem. 
blage, fo nothing is more difgufting toa Reader of true tafte, 
_ than the formality of exhibiting trite and infipid trifles in the 
affected garb of an infignificant delicacy. There is a wide dif- 
ference between quaintnefs and elegance, prettinefs and beau- 
ty, childifhnefs and fimplicity ; we are forry, therefore, to 
fee a Writer of Mr. Cunningham’s talents for poetry, mif- 
take himfelf fo far in the ufe of them, as to juftify us in fay- 
ing of his performance, as he does of his fubject, 4 quan- 
tum eff in rebus inane ! 


It may be objected, however, that we do not fufficiently 
enter into the Poet’s manner, and that 


A Critic fhould perufe a work of wit, 
With the fame fpirit thatits Author writ. 


For our parts, indeed, we defpair of effe€ting this on the 
prefent occafion ; we can imagine, however, that a Critic of 
our Author’s quaint and delicate turn, might proceed to point 
out the beauties of his poem in the manner following. 


I 


Avutuor. The Nurfe of Contemplation Night, 
Begins her balmy reign ; 
Advancing, in their varied light, 
Her filver-vefted train. 


Critic. How beautifully defcriptive! methinks, I fee 
Miftrefs Nurfe leading the pretty creatures between the clouds, 
each in a filver veft, with a broad blue filk back-ftring ! 


II. 


AvuTuor. ’Tis ftrange, the many marhal’d ftars, 
That ride yon facred round 
Should keep, among their rapid cars, 
A filence fo profound ! 


Criric. Strange, indeed, to the unphilofophic world! 
but our ingenious Contemplatift is Aftronomer enough to 


know, that the. fydereal cars have broad wheels, and that 
the celeftial roads are paved with the fineft Wilton carpets. 


II. 


Auruor. A kind, a philofophic calm, 
The cool creation wears ! 
And what day drank of dewy balm, 


The gentle night repairs. 
Critic. 
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Critic. Pretty conceit! and as prettily expreffed! How' 
different from the grofs and vulgar expreffions of fome pre- 
tended Philofophers! to inftance only the following of an ad- 
mired W riter. 

Nature no atom throws away : 
Whatever is, is right: 

The dew the fun drinks up by day 
The clouds p-{s down at night, 


Foh! what a beaftly creature! what an indclicate image 
is here prefented! I vow and proteft, the eye of a modeft 
imagination can hardly look upwards, without putting the 
beholder to the blufh. 

IV. 
AuTuor. Behind their leafy curtains hid, 
The feather'd race how ftill! 
How quiet, now, the gamefome kid 
That gamboll’d round the hiil! 
V. 
The fweets,. that bending o’er their banks, 
From fultry day declin’d, 
Revive in little velvet ranks, 
And fcent the weftern wind. 


Critic. Gentle creatures! fweet things! Leafy curtains ! 
velvet ranks! What elegance, what delicacy of expreffion 
and fentiment ! 


VIN. 
Avuruor. Where Time, upon the wither’d tree 
~ Hath carv’d the moral chair, 
I fit, from bufy paffions free, 
And breath the semper’ air. 


Critic. What a beautiful perfonification, to make Time 
the Sculptor to carve a feat for the Contemplatift! And what 
afeat! Not merely a material, but a moral, feat. Hoty de- 
cent alfo is his attitude on this occafion, and how very differ- 
ent to the inelegant poftures aflumed by others. Even the 
polifhed and harmonious Gray has been fo ftrangely unpolite, 
as to draw the following picture of himfelf. 


There at the foot of yonder nodding beech, 
‘That wreathes its old fantattic roots fo high, 
His liftieis length at noon-tide would he ttretch, 
And pore upon the brook that babbles by. 


What a filthy brute, to lie down and contemplate in the dirt ! 
How much more like a Gentleman and a Philofopher doth 
this Author place himfelf in his moral chair! The Reader 
Rev. Noy. 1762. Y muit 
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muft not imagine alfo, from the equivocal mode of expref- 
fion here ufed by the Poet, that he afcended this withered 
tree, and fat there like King Charles in a flourifhing oak: 
befides, a delicate man would be as careful to avoid tearing 
his breeches as daubing his coat. No, Reader! Time was 
a compleat Artift, and had commodioufly formed a feat in the 
hollowed trunk ; and had gilt its edges in tafte, with the fil- 
ver-fhining, lambent-flaming, to-duft-mouldering, touch- 
wood, 
XVI. 
Autuor. How fmooth that rapid river flides, 
Progreffive to the deep? 
The poppies. pendent o’er its fides, 
Have charm’d the waves to fleep. 


Critic. It is obfervable, that in this exquifite little poem, 
the Author fhews himfelf perfe&tly acquainted with the whole 
Circle of the Sciences*. To tafte the true beauty of this paf- 
fage, the Reader ought to be fkilled in the Materia Medica, 
and to know, that poppies, having a foporiferous quality, it 
is with the utmoft propriety the Poet fuppofes them ‘to have 
charmed the rapid river to fide fo finoothly. I cannot help 
fufpecting, however, that the Author is indebted for the beau- 
tiful alliteration, in the third line of this ftanza, to the fol- 
lowing fimilar one of a celebrated Poet. 


Proud poppies pendent, primly prank its fides. 
XX, 


Autuor. Sleep, and her fitter, Silence, reign—— 
They lock the fhepherds fold ! 
But hark—lI hear a lamb complain, 
Tis loft upon the wold! 

Critic. Poor jittle lamb! how do I pity thee! It is ten 
to one but thou falleft into the hands of fome naughty fheep- 
ftealing butcher; and then, fure enough, the owner will find 
that thou art /o/?, indeed ! 

XXXVIILI. 

Avutuor. Fann’d by the /it#/e lenient breeze, 

My limbs refrefhment find ; 


And moral rhapfodies, like thefe, 
Give vigour to my mind. 


Critic. O, mafculine vigour! Vigorous as the blaft 
of the pretty Jittle lenient breeze! I cannot take leave 
of this elegant Contemplatift, however, without giving 


* Sold by Mr. Newbery. 
him 
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him a caution always to wrap himfelf up warm when- 
ever he feats himfelf by night in his moral chair; as the 
damp of the evening air, however temper’d, is very deftruc- 
tive to perfons of a delicate conftitution. He would do 
well alfo, on fuch occafions, not to approfonde matters too 
deeply ; as intenfe ftudy is very pernicious to the nerves, and 
is an inveterate enemy to exquifite fenfibility. 


K-n-k 





The Life of Afclepiades, the celebrated Founder of the Afclepiadic 
Seét in Phyfic. Compiled from the Teftimonials of twenty-feven 
ancient Authors; and containing the mof? authentic Account pro- 
curable of his Name. Atte/tations of Authors. Monuments. 
Age. Places of Nativity end Habitation. Relations and De- 
feendants. Condition and Fortune. Health, perfonal Qualities, 
and Form. Genius and Wit. Studies, Education, and Ma- 
fiers. Authors by him followed. Spirit and Manners. Deeds 
and Sayings. Writings. Friends and Enemies. Difciples and Fol- 
lowers. Lncomiums from the Antients. “fudgments of the Mo- 
derns. From the Italian of the Signior Antonio Cocchi, late 
Profeflor of Phyfic in Florence. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Davies. 


F the extraordinary title, or rather /yabus, of this per- 

formance, appears very prolix to the Reader, it will only 
correfpond in that refpeét to the work itfelf, which, in our 
opinion, might. be more properly entitled, the Panegyric, 
than the Life, of Afclepiades; notwith{tanding the few oc- 
currences of his life, which are abundantly inflated and de- 
tailedin it; all the minute circumftances regarding Atclepia- 


7 


des, feeming of the laftimportance to his learned biographer. 


By the time we arrive at the 17th page we find it fettled, that 
he was born at Prufa in Bithynia; and when we get alittle far- 
ther, that he had lived at Parium in the Propontis, at Athens, 
and finally at Rome. Tho’ Sig. Cocchi is a little puzzled about 
his parentage, he juftly obferves his education to have been 
profound and liberal ; and as he had travelled much, he reafon- 
ably fuppofes his circumftances to have been commodious at 
Jeait, which muit be for his honour in our day, whatever it might 
have been in hisown. Among his perfonal guefities, Dr. Coc- 
chi, or his Tranflator, reckons his good health: and from his 
ftatue, which it feems was diicovered about fifty years 
paft, near the Porta Capena, within the walls of Rome, Pro- 
feilor Cocchi gives him a comely, majeftic, and clear-thaped 
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perfonage.' [Perhaps clear fhould have been clean.] But 
when he comes to mention thofe extraordinary mental pow- 
ers, which he confiders as the refult of good health and vigor- 
ous organs (whatever inftances to the contrary M. Pafchal, 
and many thoufand more may have been) either our Author, or 
his Tranflator, foars into a ftrain of fuch metaphyfical bom- 
baft, as eludes common fenfe, and our moderate penetration. 
We can pat conceive from it, that the fubject of this Bio- 
graphy was a great phenomenon in his day, and we refer the 
curious Reader to make what farther deduction he pleafes 
from a paragraph beginning with—It appears, &c. p. 25; 
and ending in the fubfequent page. 


Our learned Biographer is fo zealous an Enthufiaft in his 
Author’s favour, that he is frequently reduced to aflume many 
fuppofitions, gratis, in order to deduce fo many inferences to 
his advantage. ‘The following {pecimen, out of a multitude, 
is taken from page 37——38. 


“© From the good difpofition of the body, from the clearnefs 
of underftanding, from the education and Jearning of Af- 
clepiades, and even from the philofephical feét* to which he 
adhered, there are reafonable grounds of concluding, that 
there exifted in him all the virtues of the mind, with inno- 
cence of manners.—In the teftimonies of the twenty-feven 
Authors who have mentioned him, we find no effential re- 
proach -made to his actions or morals; on the contrary, upon 
combining and putting together the minute, fcattered, tho’ 
imperfect particularities that are to be found concerning him, 
there can be no reafon for denying him the charaéter of faga- 
city, of {pirit, of temperance, of miildnefs, and of a lover 
of truth and juftice.” 


Thus from an earneftnefs to credit Afclepiades with all 
poflible virtues, our Author is repeatedly drove to this feeble 
negative argument, of fuch or fuch vices not having been re- 
corded again{ft him. All Writers who fpeak to his advan- 
tage, are fully credited in that refpect; but the very fame are 
fuppofed detractive or invidious, whenever they affirm any 
thing cenfurablein him. Now with regard to Pliny, to Ga- 
len, and Celius Aurelianus, who have all commended and cen- 
fured him, the former was no Phyfician, and none of them 
were his cotemporaries, which muft have prevented any 


perfonal envy. Our Author fuppofes, but improbably as 


* This was the fe& of Epicurus, Lucretius, &c. 
it 
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it feems to us, ‘* that Afclepiades never read one of the many 
libels which ufed to come out on the publication of any of his 
works; but nobly defpifed Envy’s want of power to bite.” 
He judges, but without any competent reafon that we can dif- 
cover, fome of the moft approveable doctrines of Celfus to 
have been derived from Afclepiades, whofe ‘* name he un- 
candidly concludes the former to have fuppreffed.” 


We would not, however, be fuppofed to deny, that fome 
ancient medical Writers, and others, do not warrant a con- 
fiderable proportion of what Profeffor Cocchi has advanced in 
favour of this Bithynian Phyfician, who practifed with gene- 
ral reputation at Rome, until his violent death, in a very ad- 
vanced age. ‘That he was a‘learned Rhetorician, a very 
perfuafive Orator, and a confiderable natural Philofopher, as 
natural philofophy ftood in his day, feemsinconteftable. But 
does it neceflarily follow from this, that he muft have been 
that confummate Phyfician and Philofopher, and in fact, that 
*¢ faultlefs monfter which the world ne’er faw,”—but which 
his Panegyrift would make him? Candor is undoubtedly 
due to the illuftrious dead; but when this debt is paid the 
living Readers have furely a right to truth, with refpect to 
the whole of a character propofed tothem; fince an improper 
eftimation of their abilities, may conduce to a culpable imi- 
tation of their errors: whence it becomes the duty of ge- 
nuine Erudition and Criticifm, to prefent the entire character 
juftly to them. 


Tho’ we have not the leaft difpofition to fink the real merit 
of this Phyfician, it feems but fair toadd a few juft and natu- 
ral fhades to all this glare of excellence, or rather perfection, 
in which the Florentine Profeflor, or his Tranflator, exhibits 
him. For if the fame Authors who are applauded for all their 
commendations of him, are of equal authority, with refpe¢t 
to his blemifhes, at leaft; there was not the leaft want of 





confidence, exinfa& effrontery, in his conduct; nor had he ngt & ealbié 


much regard to candor or decency in his demeanour to his 
medical brethren. He denied the great prisiciple of attrac- 
tion, aflerted by Hippocrates, &c. (fo thoroughly eftablifhed 
in our day) and even attra&tion between the magnet and iron. 
He made a jeft of Nature, and all the vital and oeconomical 
powers and operations afcribed to the animal mechanifm by 
Hippocrates, with his notions of a crifis ; in all which he cer- 
tainly attempted te ridicule a modefter, wifer, and better man 
than himfelf, He rejeéted-purges in every cafe, except ge 
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of a palfy, and acatalepfis ; and if he ever directed a vomit, 
it was after fupper. He bled in a pleurify, only in confe- 
quence of the pain; but omitted it in a peripneumony, or 
inflammation of the lungs, as feldom attended with any. He 
never bled in a fever, noreven ina phrenzy. He gave wine 
in the former, after the fever was a little abated; and order- 
ed itin phrenfies, even to inebriation, to. fet the patients 
afleep. Neverthelefs, he gave it in lethargies to keep them 
awake, and roufe their fenfes. His practice might poflibly 
have been the fource of a fort of medical proverb about feeding - 
a cold, fince in that cafe he ordered his patients to drink twice 
or thrice as much as they ordinarily did ; and to add, at leaft, 
an equal quantity of wine to their water, which was a much 
greater proportion than the antients commonly ufed. With 
many other fuch particularities and contradictions, it has been 
allowed that he had confiderable talents; and Dr. Le Clerc 
judicioufly obferves, that if his writings had been preferved, 
tho’ he would fcarcely have been confidered as a good model for 
practice, yet his works might be pleafing to read, as the 

muft have been agreeably written ; and tho’ little ufeful to Phy- 
ficians, they might prove fo to Philofophers, by reflecting 
fome light on the remains of Epicurus and Democritus, whofe 
principles he efpoufed, but with fome variation, about the 
nature of the atoms, which he fuppofed fragile, and not indi- 
vifibie, as their name imports ; naming them rather oyxe, 1. ¢. 
little lumps or maffes. 


The moft advantageous point of view in which the prac. 
tice of Afclepiades appears to us, 1s his attention to the Médi- 
cina dictetica, and fparing his patients the Joad and naufeouf- 
nefs of much phyfic. ‘This might have been candidly at- 
tributed to his vigilant obfervance of the conduét of Nature in 
the procefs and cure of difeafes, if he had not profeffed a total 
contempt of her oeconomy, 2s a chimera; and invefted the 
Phyfician folely with the power of curing, by the controul 
and regulation of the corporeal motions: a tenet that might 
cafily difpofe him fo much to frictions, unguents, fweats, 
{winging beds, and even pentile baths for the ‘fick. 


It is confeffed that Le Clerc and others, from whom thefe 
teitimonies concerning Afclepiades are chiefly taken, are cen- 
fured by Sig. Cocchi, as prejudiced, in afcribing fentiments 
to him which he never entertained. But as Le Clerc, Boer- 
haave, Haller, and others, who have mentioned him, had 
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the fame medical * Authorities relating to him with our Au- 
thor, we think it is not the leaft detraction from his abilities 
to fuppofe that fuch Writers might, from the fame materials, 
be equally capable with himfelf, of making a right eftimation 
of Aiclepiades. Le Clere particularly treats him with great 
ingenuouinets, in endeavouring to affign a better motive for 
his behavio: it in the cafe of a phrenetic patient, to whom 
another Phyfician had previoufly been called, than that mo- 
tive which Celius Aurclianus plainly infinuates. Indeed, it 
feems clear to us, that every intelligent medical Reader will 
colleét from Le Clere’s feventeen pages (wherein he has 
prefented the entire portrait of Afclepiades) a more natu- 
ral and probable refemblance of his character, than from 
Sig. Cocchi’s feventy-feven pages, which, however learned, 

are verbofe and declamatory, and do not contain an equal 
quantity of clear, folid, and pertinent difguifition; but a 
great number of this Bithy nian’s ogo or vuides [vacuums | 
as Le Clere tranflates them. 


As we have not feen the Italian original, of which this is.a 
profelied tranflation, we are of courfe to fuppofe, that no- 
thing has been interpolated by the Tranflator, which is not 
warranted by the text. Our ftrictures on it can only rega: id 
what has appeared to us. We recollect with pleafure, that 
the publication of the ancient Greek Surgeons, by + Signor 
Cocchi, in 1754, from the colleCiion of Nicetas in the ‘Im- 
perial Library ai Florence, was introduced with a proper 
and clegant Latin preface, and that the work was written in 
a {pirit ‘and manner wholly different from thofe of the pre- 
feat work. This circumftance fuggefted to us the poffibility 
of this performance having been tranflated with fome lati- 
tude; cipecially when we obferved a ftrong refemblance of 
fiyle between it and the f Lnjiitutes of Health’; of which 
it were ealy to give fome difagreeable {pecimens. Another 
motive which fuggefted this to us, was our recollecting, 
that this fame Aiclepiades, who rarely prohibited the ufe of 
wine, was alfo in the higheft repute with that anonymous In- 
ftitucor of Health; a Cireumftance which probably induced 


* Except Sig. Cocchi has met with fome ancient MS. relating to 
Afclepi.des, in the Laurentian Library at Florence; but which he 
does not mention. 

+ Review, vol. XVI. page 259, feq. 

t Ibid. vol XXIV. p. 193, feq. 
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him to give the Vintners pretty good quarter, after his dread- 
ful mniffacre of the Grocers, the Confectioners, and Oil- 
men.-—-In the Review referred to, for a former article from 
Signior Cocchi, our Readers will find a fhort, but entire, 
fragment from this Afclepiades, who made much noife in his 
profeffion, as Innovators and Wranglers generally do: inthe 
tranflation of which Fragment, page 264, we fhould have 
wrote tragic Poet (teaywdorow) rather than Tragedian, which 
our language feems to reftrain to an Actor in tragedy. 


K 





Emilius and Sophia: Or, a new Syftem of Education. By 
Mr. Roufleau. Tranflated for Becket, &Xc. Continued 
from Page 269. 


N his fecond book, our ingenious Author preceeds to give 
| us farther inftances of the abfurdities we fall into, by a- 
dopting the common methods of Education, and neglecting 
thofe which are pointed out by Nature. Mothers, he ob- 
ferves, are, in general, abfurdly folicitous to prevent their 
children from hurting themfelves, by thofe various accidents 
to which they are conftantly liable; it being at this early age 
that we acquire our firft principles of courage; and, by being 
inured to flight inconveniences, learn by degrees to fupport 
greater. 

The firft thing we ought to learn, and that which is of the 
greateft confequence for us to know, he remarks, isto /uffer ; 
children being formed little and feeble, apparently for no other 
reafon than to learn this important leflon, without danger. 
I never knew an inftance, fays Mr. Roufleau, of a child’s 
having killed, maimed, or done itfelf any confiderable mif- 
chief, when left alone, and at liberty, except in cafes where 
it has been imprudently expofed to tumble from fame high 
place, fall into the fire, or left within the reach of fome danger- 
ous weapon. How ulclefs and pernicious, therefore, fays he, 
is that magazine of implements fram which a child is armed 
at all points againft pain; and is by fuch means expoted to it 
when he grows up, without experience, and without courage ! 


This remark is well worth the confideration ef fuch fond 
parents as are fo extremely tender of their children; and is 
very agreeably illuftrated by the examples cited by our Author, 
At the fame time, however, it is to be obferved, that Mr. 
Roufleau is, by no means, an advocate for fubjecting the 
harmlefs 
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harmlefs innocents to the evils of wilful neglect, and much 
lefs to the cruel bondage of unneceflary reftraint. He would 
have them indulged in the full enjoyment of all the happinefs 
of which they are fufceptible ; and this efpecially from the 
confideration of the precarious duration of their lives. What 
can we think, fays he, of that barbarous method of Educa- 
tion, by which the prefent is facrificed to an uncertain future; 
by which a child is Jaid under e every kind of refiraint, and is 
made miferable, by way of preparing him for, we know not 
what, pretended happinefs, which there is reafon to believe he 
will never live to enjoy? But fuppofing it not unreafonable 
in its defign, how can we fee, without indignation, the un- 
happy little creatures fubjected to a yoke of infupportable ri- 
gour, and condemned, like galley- flaves, to continual labour, 
without our being sffared that their mortification and reftric- 
tions will ever be of fervice to them! Hence the age of 
chearfulnefs and gaicty is fpent in the midft of tears, punifh- 
ment, rebuke, and flavery.. We torment the poor innocents 
for their future good; and perceive not that death is at hand, 
and paney to feize them amidft all this forrowful preparation 
for life! Who can tell how many children have thus fallen 
victims to the extravagant fagacity of their Parents and 
Guardians ? 


As to the happinefs of which children, as well as grown 
perfons, may be capable, our Author throws out fome ob/erva- 
tions, no lefs remarkable for their novelty than ingenuity. 
They are not, how ever, a altogether fo precife and fatisfactory 
as we could wifh. He obferves, that our mifery confifts in 
the difproportion between our defires and our abiliti ics; and 
maintains, that a fenfible Being, whofe abilities fhould be 
equal to its defires, would be pofitively happy. In what then, 
he afks, confifts human wifdom, or the means of acquiring 
happinets s? ‘To diminifh our defires is certainly not the me- 
thod; for if thefe were lefs than our abilities, part of our fa- 
culties would remain ufelefs and inactive. Nor is it, on the 


other hand, to extend our natural capacity for enjoyment :. 


for, if our defires fhould, at the fame time, be extended if a 
greater proportion, we fhould only become the more imifer- 
able. He concludes, therefore, it muit confift in leffening 
the difproportion between our abilities and our defires, and in 
reducing our inclinations and faculties to an equilibrium: as 
it is in fuch a fituation, and in fuch only, that the whole 
nan is employed. It is thus, we are told, that Nature, which 
formed every thing in the beft manner, originally conflituted 
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us ; man, in his infancy, being pofiefled only of fuch defires 
as tend to his prefervation, and the faculties neceflary to their 
gratification; fo that it is in this primitive ftate only, that 
our defires and faculties are counterpoifed by each other, and 
that man is not unhappy. 


Suppofing this to be a true ftate of the cafe, and that our 
Author is not miftaken in his philofophy, tt is certainly with 
as much juftice as humanity that he advifes parents to indulge 
children in thofe harmlefs pleafures which their nature prompts 
them to purfue. Who is there, fays he among us, that has 
not, at times, looked back with regret on that period of our 
lives, when it was natural for the countenance to be always 
{miling, and the heart to be as conftantly at eafe?* Why 
then will you deprive your children of the enjoyment of a 
feafon fo fhort and tranfient ? of time fo precious which the 
cannot abufe? Why will you clog, with bitternefs and for- 
row, thofe rapid moments which wi!! no move return? Do 
you know, ye fathers! when the ftroke of death fhall fall on 
your offspring? Lay not up in ftore then for your own for- 
row, %, depriving them of the enjoyment of the few mo- 
ments Nature hath allotted them. As foon as they become 
fenfible of the pleafures of exiftence, let them enjoy it, fo that 
whenever it may pleafe God to take them hence, they may 
not die without having tafted of life. 


Our humane and diftinguifhing Author goes on to expa- 
tiate pretty largely on this head; taking great pains to efta- 
blifh a due medium between the two extremes of indulgence 
and feverity ; and to fhew the difference between a child that 
is {poiled by an ill-judged licentioufne's, and one that is made 
happy in the reafonable enjoyment of its liberty. 


Mr. Rouffeau proceeds next to confider the influence of mo- 
ral precepts and maxims on the minds of children; advifing 
them to be utterly rejected in the earlier part of Education. 
Mr. Locke’s method, fays he, ‘¢ was to educate children by rea- 
foning witn them; and it is that which is now moft in vogue. 
The fuccefs of it, however, doth not appear to recommend 
it; for my own part; I meet with no children fo filly and 
ridiculous as thofe with whom fo much argument hath been 
held. Of all the faculties of man, that of reafon, which is 
in fact only a compound of all the reft, unfolds itfelf the 
lateft, and with the greateft difficulty: and yet this is what 
we would make ufe of to develope the firft and eafieft of them. 


The great end of a good Education is, to form a reafonable 
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man; and we pretend to educate a child by the means of rea- 


fon! This is beginning where we fhould leave off, and mak- 


ing an implement of the work we are about. 


«¢ If children were capable of reafoning, they would ftand 
in no need of Education: but, in talking to them, foearly,a 
language they do not urderftand, we ufe them to content 
themfelvcs with words, to cavil at every thing that is faid to 
them, to think themfelves as wife as their Mafters, and to be- 
come petulant and captious: at the fame time, whatever we 
hope to obtain of them by reafonable motives, is effected 
only by thofe of covetoufnefs, fear, or vanity, always an- 
nexed. 


_ & We may reduce almoft all the leffons of morality that 
have, or can ve, formed for the ufe of children, to the fol- 
lowing formula. 


Mafier. You muft not do fo. 

Child. And why muft not J do fo. 

Mafter. Becaufe it is naughty. 

Child. Naughty! what is that being naughty ? 

Majter. Doing what you are forbid. 

Chiid. And what harm is there in doing what one is forbid ? 

Mafter. The harm is, you will be whipped for difobedience. 

Child. Then I will do it fo that nobody fhall know any 
thing of the matter. 

Mafter. Q, but you will be watched. 

Child. Ah! but then I will hide myfelf. 

Mafier. Then you will be examined. 

Child. Then I will tell a fib. 

Mafer. But you muft not tell fibs. 

Child, Why muft not 1? 

Majler. Becaufe it is naughty, &c. 


“¢ ‘Thus we goround the circle; and yet if we go out of it, 
the child underftands us nolonger. Are not thefe very ufeful 
inftructions, think you? I fhould be very curious to know 
what could be fubftituted in the place of this fine dialogue. 
Locke himfelf would have certainly been embarraffed had he 
been afked fo puzzling a queftion. To diftinguifh between 
good and evil, to perceive the reafons on which our moral ob- 
ligations are founded, is not the bufinefs, as it is not within 
the capacity, of achild. | 


*¢ Nature requires children to be children before they are 
men. By endeavouring to pervert this order, we produce 
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forward fruits, that have neither maturity nor tafte, and will 
not fail foon to wither or corrupt. Hence it is we have fo 
many young Profeflors and old children. Childhood hath its 
manner of feeing, perceiving, and thinking, peculiar to it- 

felf; nor is there any thing more abfurd than our being anxi- 
ous to fubftitute our own in-its ftead. I would as foon re- 
quire an infant to be five foot high, as a boy to have judg. 
ment at ten years of age.” 


The judicious Reader will probably allow that our Author 
hath fome fhew of argument on his fide, refpecting the inca- 
pacity.of a child, for entering into the nature of moral obli- 
gations.—We are appreheniive, however, that few fathers 
will very readily give into his opinion concerning the impro- 
priety of exacting obedience of their fons ; which hath been 
too long efteemed an effential point in the education of chil- 
dren, to be eafily given up. Mr. Rouileau is, neverthelefs, 
for confining it folely to the girls. Boys, he fays, fhould not 
be made too docile and tractable, as by fuch means they ac- 
quire an eafe and pliability of difpofition incompatible with 
that refolution and {pirit of independence which it becomes 
them to entertain, as Beings formed to judge, and ad, for 
themfelves. For this reafon it is, that he directs the Precep- 
tor, never to command his Pupil to do any thing. 


“© Lethim (fays he) not even imagine you pretend to have 
any authority over him. Let him only be made fenfible that 
he is weak, and you are ftrong; that, from your fituation 
and his, he lies n eceflarily at your mercy; let him know, let 
him learn to perceive this circumftance; let him early feel 
on his afpiring creft the hard yoke Nature hath impofed on 
man, the heavy yoke of neceflity, under which every finite 
Being muft bow: let him fee that neceflity in the nature and 
conftitution of things, and not in the caprices of mankind. 
‘The bridle of his reftraint fhould be force, and not authority. 
Asto doing thofe things from which he ought to abftain, for- 
bid him not, but prevent him, without explanation or argu- 
nent: whatever you indulge him in, grant it to his firft re- 
queft, without folicitation or entreaty, and particularly with- 
out making any conditions. Grant with pleafure, and refufe 
with reluctance ; but, I fay again, let all your denials be ir- 
revocable ; let no importunity overcome your refolution ; let 
the xo! once pronounced, be as a brazen wall, againft which 
when a child hath fome few times exhaufted his ftrength, 
without making any impreffion, he will never attempt to 
overthrow it again. 
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‘© By this method you will render his difpofition patient, 
equal, refigned, and peaceable, even when he is not indulged 
in the purfuit of his own inclinations: for it is in the nature 
of man to endure patiently the abfolute neceffity of his cir- 
cumftances, but not the capricious and evil difpofition of his 
fellow-creatures. Jt is all gone, is an anf{wer againft which a 
child never objects, at leaft if it believes it true. After all, 
jit muft be obferved, there is no mean to be-preferved in our 
conduét in this particular: we muft either exact nothing of 
children at all, or fubje& them, at once, to the moft perfec 
obedience. The worft education in the world is that which 
keeps a child wavering between the will of the Tutor and its 
own; and eternally difputing which of the two fhall be Ma- 
fter: I had an hundred times rather mine fhould be always 
matter.” apy | 


As our Author, by this apparent conceffion, feems to give 
up the point he contends for, it may be thought needleis to 
ftart any objection to it: avery ftriking and convincing ar- 
gument might otherwife be brought in fupport.of a father’s 
exacting obedience of his fon, if not as a moral duty, at leaft 
as a rule of behaviour ; in following which the child might 
eafily be made to fee its own intereft: the plea of age and 
experience is fo obvious, and fo good a fubftitute for the phy- 
fical neceffity contended for, that if a child be to take any 
thing on truft, it certainly may be very naturally required to 
obey the dictates of ‘its father. 


The moft important and moft ufeful rule of Education, 
Mr. Rouffeau tells us, is not to gain time, but to Icé it: 
the firft part of it, therefore, ought to be purely negative: 
that is, it fhould not confift in teaching either virtue or truth ; 
but in guarding the heart from vice, and the mind from er- 
ror. We fhould not tamper with the mind, he fays, till it 
hath acquired all its faculties; for it is impoffible it fhould 
perceive the light we hold out to it, while it is blind: but if 
we could bring up arobuft and healthy boy tothe age of 
twelve years, without his being able to diftinguifh his right 
hand from his left, the eyes of his underftanding would be 
open to reafon, at our firft leflon; and he might become, 
under proper inftructions, the wifeft of men. We mutt here 
take the liberty alfo, to fay we differ entirely from our inge- 
nious Author ; being rather apt to conceive, that a boy, wha 
might be brought up without knowing his right hand from 
his left, till he fhould be twelve years o'd, would never be 
capable of knowing it as long as he lived. 
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What can our Author mean by infinuating, that the mind 
acquires faculties, or even that its faculties are perfected, 
merely by time? If the mind be, as he fuppofes it, fome- 
thing of adiflin& and different nature from the body, its 
perfection cannot be effected by that of the corporeal organs ; 
it muft have fome kind of growth or progrefs peculiar to it- 
felf. And why fhould he fuppofe the mind capable of being 
perfected meitly by time, any more than the bedy. Exer- 
cife, fays he, the corporeal organs, fenfes, and faculties as 
much as you pleafe; but keep the intelleQual ones inactive 
as long as poffible. Now, we will venture to fay, that the 
intellectual faculties are as likely to reap the fame benefit 
from the proper exercife of them, as the corporeal, from the 
like exercife of theirs ; and we fee no reafon why a boy fhould 
be reftrained from making ufe of his underftanding, till he 


be twelve years old, any more than from making ufe of his 
hands, 


As we cannot reafon but from what we know, and as our 
knowlege is acquired immediately. through the corporeal or- 
gans, there is doubtiefs an abfurdity in bewildering the un- 
derftanding with objects that are beyond the capacity or ex- 
perience of the fenfes; and in our endeavouring to accelerate 
the progrefs of the mind beyond that of the body: but no- 
thing appears more evident to us, than that the cultivation of 
both fhould be undertaken at the fame time; and, indeed, 
the ule of reafon, or the exertion of the underftanding, is 
abfolutely neceflary to the exercife of the corporeal faculties, 
in any tolerable degree of perfection. 


Our Author tells us, indeed, elf’ewhere, that he is far from 
thinking children capable of no kind of reafoning; but that 
he hath obferved, on the contrary, they reafon very well as 
to things they are acquainted with, and which regard their 
prefent and obvious intereft: that it is only in the depth of 
their knowlege we deceive ourfelves, in attributing to them 
what they do not poflefs ; and fetting them to reafon about 
things they cannot comprehend. ‘This being the cafe, we 
can fee no good caufe for neglecting to cultivate the rational 
faculties in children; Mr. Roufleau’s important injunction 
amounting to no more, than that we ought not to perplex 
them with reafoning about things above their knowlege or 
capacity : an injunction that holds equally good refpecting 
perfons of every age, fex, or condition. ‘The fame may be 
{aid alfo of his direCtions to engage their attention by fubjects 
that are immediately interefling. There can be no west 
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that the reafon of a child fhould be exercifed on topics differ- 
ent from fuch as we fhould prefer for grown perfons. If the 
are not rendered interefting alfo, it is in vain that we expect 
to engage the attention of either the one or the other. 


The only leflon of morality proper for children, fays our 
Author, is never to do an injury to any one. Even the pofi- 
tive precept of doing good, if not made fubordinate to this, 
is dangerous, falfe, and contradictory. ‘* Who is there, 
continues he, that doth notdo good? All the world, evea 
the vicious man, does good to one party or the other; he 
will often make one perfon happy, at the expence of an hun- 
dred that he renders miferable : hence arife all our calamities. 
The moft fublime virtues are negative. O, how much good 
muft that man neceflarily have done his fellow-creatures, if 
fuch a man there be, who never did any of them any harm !” 


In confequence of thefe negative maxims, it is, that Mr, 
Roufleau advifes us to be very fparing in laying on children 
any pofitive injunctions to virtue. By preaching up virtue, 
fays he, we make them in love with vice; and encourage 
them to practice, by forbidding, it. In order to render them 
pious, we tire out their patience at church; and by makin 
them mutter their prayers perpetually, compel them to figh 
for the liberty of praying no longer: while to teach them 
charity, we make them give alms, as if we were above doing 
it ourfelves. 


The obfervations our Author goes on to make on the fub- 
ject of giving alms, and the liberality of children, are fhrewd 
and pertinent. 


“* To give alms is the action of a man, who may be fup- 
pofed to know the value of what he beftows, and the want 
his fellow-creature has of it. A child, who knows nothing 
of either, can have no merit in giving alms: give what he 
will, itis without charity or beneficence; indeed, he will be 
almoft afhamed to give, when, judging from your example, 
he muft think it is the bufinefs of children, and that he fhall 
do fo no more when he grows up. 


** It is to be obferved alfo, that we generally ufe children. 
to give thofe things only of which they know not the value. 
What are to them the round pieces of metal they carry in their 
pockets, and which ferve to no other purpofe but to give 
away? A child would fooner give a beggar an hundred gui- 
neas than a cake: but require the little prodiga! to give away 
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his play-things, his fweet-meats, and other trifles he is fond 
of, and we fhal! prefently fee whether or not you: have: made 
him truly liberal. 


“¢ An expedient, however, is readily found in this cafe; 
which is, by returning to children immediately whatever they 
give us; fo that they are ready enough to give what they 
know will be fpeedily returned to them again. _ I have never 
feen any generofity in children but what was one of thefe two 
kinds ; that is, they either gave away that which was of no 
ufe to them, or what they were certain of having again. 
Mr. Locke advifes us to manage this matter fo, as te convince 
children by experience, that “the moft liberal is always the 
beft provided for. This, however, is to render a child onl 
liberal in appearance, and covetous in faét. He adds, that. 
children would thus acquire an habit of liberality: yes, the 
liberality of an Ufurer, who would give a penny fora pound. 
But when they came to the point of giving things away in 
good earneft, adicu to habit: when they found things did not 
come back again, they would foon ceale to give them away. 
We fhould regard the habit of the mind, and not ‘that of 
the hands. All the other virtues which are taught children, 
refemble this of their liberality ; and it is by preaching them 
up to no purpofe, that we load their early years with vexation 
and forrow.” 


Take the method directly oppofite to that which is’ in ufe, 
fays our Author, and you will almoft always do right.—Ab- 
furd and inconhitent, however, as the common methods of 
Education may be, we cannot help thinking, that this rule 
would lead us into equal incenfiftency. and “abfurdity. Mr. 
Routteau, indeed, is not the firft Writer whofe ingenuity 
hath been made the dupe of his paffion for fing gularity. Ex- 
ceptionable, neverthelefs, as his plan may appear in fome 
particulars re{pecting the moral initruction of children, we 
cannot but admire the fhrewdnefs of his obfervations con- 
‘cerning the actual progrefs of their faculties, and the abfurd 
means ufuaily employed in their cultivation. He remarks, 
that parents are too often fondly mi‘taken in the natura! ca- 
pacity of their children; thinking them prodigies of genius 
and underftanding, when the live oly failies, or fubtle obferva- 
tions. that fall from their lips, are only characteriftic of their 
years, 


Forward, prating boys, Mr. Rouficau obferves, feldom 
turn out ingenious and fendible men ;. while, on the ocher 
hand, 
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hand, nothing is more difficult than to diftinguifh in childica? 
between real {tupidity and that apparent dulnefs, which is the 
uiual indication of ftrong intellects. ‘The reafons on which 
he grounds this latter obfervation, are not incurious. It may 
appear ftrange, fays he, at firft fight, that two fuch oppofite 
extremes fhould be indicated by the fame figns ; and yet it is, 
neverthelefs, what we ought to expect: for, at an age when 
we have acquired no true : ideas, all the difference between a 
child of genius and one that hath none, is, that the latter 
entertains on'y falfe ideas of things; while the former, meet- 
ing with none but fuch, refufes to entertain any: both, 
therefore, appear equally dull; the one, becaufe he hath no 
capacity for the comprehenfion of things ; andthe other, be- 
caufe the reprefentations of things are not adapted to his ca- 
pacity. Such is our Author’s explication of this phenome- 
non: it feems odd, however, to fuppofe that a child, at an 
age when he is conceived to have little or no judgment, 
fhould be capable of difcerning the falfehood or incongruity 
of the images prefented to him. 


Mr. Rouffeau proceeds next to examine into the proprie- 
of the ufual methods ef inftructing boys in literature, 
and in the feiences. As it is the immediate intere’t of 
Preceptors, he fays, to teach their Pupils fomething which 
may enable them fpeedily to make a figure in sy eyes of 


their parents, they take particular care not to en gaze thern ine 


the ftudy of fuch fciences as are ufeful ; becaufe chefe would 
require them to be inftructed in the nature of things. For 
this reafon, they only teach them fuch as appear to be under- 
ftood when their terms are once got by rote;, fuch as Geo- 
oraphy, Chronology, the Languages, and the like; all ftu- 
dies fo foreign to the purpofes of man, and particularly to 
thofe of a child, that it is a wonder if ever he may have occa- 
fion for them as long as he lives. 


<< It may feem furprizing, continues our Author, that I 
reckon the ftudy of languages among the ufejefs branches of 
Education ; but it fhoald be remembered, that I am here 
fpeaking of the early part of childhood ; and, whatever may 
be faid to the contrary, I very much doubt whecher any child, 
prodigies excepted, is capable of learning two languages till 
it arrive at the age of twelve or thirtcen. 


“< Taoree, that if the ftudy of lancuages confifted only in 
that of words, that is to fay, of the fiw yures and founds that 
expreficd them, ‘it would-be a proper Rudy for children ; but 
~ Rev. Nov. 1762. ZL lan- 
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languages, in varying the figns, diverfify alfo the modifica- 
tion of the ideas they repretent. ‘he memory charges itfelf 
with two languages ; but our thoughts take a tincture of the 
different idioms. The judgment only is common to both; 
the imagination takes a particular form from every language ; 
which difference may probably be in part the caufe or effect 
of national characteriltics: what appears alfo to confirm this 
conjecture, is, that among all the nations in the world, their 
language changes with their manners, or remains unaltered 
with them. 


“¢ Of thefe various forms of thinking and fpeaking, a child 
becomes habituated to one ; and that is the only one he fhould 
make ufe of, till he comes to years of reafon. In order to 
acquire two, it is neceflary he fhould be able to compare his 
ideas; and how fhould he compare thefe when he is hardly 
in a fituation to conceive them? ‘To every object he might 
learn to give a thoufand different names ; but every rdea muft 
have one determinate form ; he cannot therefore tearn to fpeak 
more than one language. Will it be told me, that children 
do actually learn feveral? I deny the fact. I have, indeed, 
feen little wonderful prattlers, who were imagined to talk 
five or fix different languages.. I have heard them fucceffive- 
ty talk German, in Latin, French, and Italian words. They 
made ufe, it is true, of the different terms of five or fix dic- 
tionaries ; but they ftill fpoke nothing. but German, In a 
word, fill a child’s head with as many fynonimous terms as 
you pleafe, you will change his words only, but not his lan- 
guage, for he can know but one. 


“© Ttis to conceal the incapacity of children in this refpect,, 
that Preceptors prefer theufe of the dead languages, in which 
there are no proper Judges to find fault with them. The fa- 
miliar ufe of thofe languages being long fince loft, they are 
content to imitate, as well as they can, what they find writ- 
ten in books; and this they call {peaking. If fuch be the 
Greek and Latin of the Mafters, it is eafy to judge what 
muit be that of their Scholars.” 


Mr. Roufleau objects farther to the ftudy of Hiftory, as 
being above the Fg of children. “The common me- 
thod of inftruéting them by fables, he thinks alfo abfurd and 
inconvenient ; illuftrating his arguments on this head, by a 
particular examination of one of the fables of Fontaine. F, 
bles, he fays, fhould be written for men; the fimple truth 
Should be always expofedto children. But, perhaps, the in- 
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convenience our Author exeniplifies, is owing to this very 
circumftance, that the fables we put into the hands of chil- 
dren, are calculated for grown men; whereas, if the Fabu- 
lift fhould properly adapt his writings to the capacity of chil- 
dren, they might not be liable to the cenfure here pafied on 
thems 


On the whole, Mr. Rouffeau is, by no mearis, for having 
children prefled to tearn any thing. I amalmoftcertain, fays 
he, that Emilius will know perfectly well how to read and 
write before he is ten years old, becaufe I give myfelf little 
trouble whether he learn it or not before -he is fifteen: but 
I had much rather he fhould never learn to read at all, than 
that he fhould acquire fuch knowlege at the expence of what 
would render it ufeful to him: and of what ufe would be 
his knowing how to read, if fo difgufted with learning it, 
that he fhould hate to look in a book for ever afterwards? Jd 
in primis cavere opportebit, ne fiudia, qui amare nondum poterit, 
oderit, et amaritudinem femel perceptam etiam ultra rudes annos 
reformidet. 


Our Author proceeds, however, ftrongly to enforce the 
expediency of exercifing the corporeal faculties, and teaching 
children the ufe of their fenfible organs. ‘¢ Of all our fa- 
culties, the fenfes are perfeéted the firft: thefe, therefore, 
are the firft we fhould cultivate: they are, neverthelefs, the 


only ones that are ufually forgotten, or the moft neglected. 


‘© To exercife the fenfes, is not merely to make ufe of 
them ; it is to learn rightly to judge by them; to learn, if 
I may fo exprefs myfelf, to perceive; for we know how te 
touch, to fee, tohear, only as we have learned. 


“© Some exercifes are purely natural and mechanical, and 
ferve to make the body ftrong and robuft, without taking the 
leaft hold on the judgment: fuch are thofe of fwimming, 
running, leaping, whipping a top, throwing ftones, &c. ‘Ail 
thefe.are very well: but have we only arms and legs? Have 
we not alfo eyes and ears; and are not thefe organs neceflary 
to the expert ufe of the former? Do not only exercife your 
ftrength, therefore, but all the fenfes that direétit; make the 
beft poffible ufe of each; and let the impreffions of one con- 
firm thofe of another. Meafure, reckon, weigh, and com- 
pare. Exert not your force till you have eftimated the refift- 
ance you are going to encounter; always fo contriving it, 
that an eftimation of the effe& may precede the ufe of the means, 
Let your Pupil fee his intereft in never making fuperfluous or 
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infufficient efforts. By thus ufing him to forefee the effea 
of all his motions, and to correct his errors by experience, is 
it not clear, that the more extenfive and various his exercife, 
the more judicious he will grow? 


« Let us fuppofe him going to move an heavy body by 
means of a lever; if he takes one too long, he will find it 
unmanageable with his fhort arms; if too fhort, he will not 
have fufficient force: experience will teach him to chufe one 
one of the proper length. This kind of knowlege is’ not 
above his age. Does the matter in queftion regard the lift- 
ing a burthen? If he would take up one as heavy as he could 
carry, and not make a fruitlefs endeavour to raife one he could 
not lift, is he not under a neceffity of eftimating the weight 
by his eye? When he knows how to make a comparifon 
between mafles of the fame matter, but of different bulk, 
let him icarn to do the fame between mafles of the fame bulk, 
but of different matter; he will then experience the differ- 
ence of their fpecific gravity. [remember a young man, ve- 
ry well educated, who could not be perfuaded, till he had 
made the experiment, that a tub full of cleft wood, was 
lighter than the fame tub filled with water. 


‘¢ We are not all equally expert in the ufe of our fenfes. 
There is one, to wit, the touch, whofe aétion is never fuf- 
pended while we are awake, and which is extended over the 
whole furface of the body, as a continual guard to give us 
notice of every thing that may be offenfive. It is by means 
of the continual and involuntary exercife of this fenfe, that 
we acquire our earlieft experience, which makes it the lefs 
needful for us to give it any particular cu'tivation. We find, 
however, that blind people have a much {ftronger and more 
delicate fenfe of feeling than we; becaufe, having no in- 
formation from the fight, they are obliged to deduce the fame 
.conclufious from the former fenfe only, which we are fur- 
nifhed with by the latter. Why then fhould we not learn to 
walk, like them, in the dark; to know bodies by the touch, 
to judge of the objects that furround us ; to do, in fhort, by 
night without candles, all they do by day without eyes? 
While the fun is above the horizon, we have the advantage 
of them, and lead them about; but in the dark, they are our 
guides, and take the leadinturn. Weare blind as they dur- 
ing one half of our lives, with this difference, that thofe who 
dre really blind, can at all times find their way about; where- 
as, we that have eyes hardly dare to ftir a foot in the night. 
Wilh it be faid, we may call for candles and torches? We 
may 
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may fo: but this is to be always recurring to machines: who 
can affure us they will always be at hand? Fort my own 
part, I had much rather Emilius fhould have eyes at his fin- 
gers ends than at the tallow- chandlers. 


<¢ Should you be fhut up in a houfe in the middle of the 
night, clap your hands, and you may perceive by the echo, 
whether the room you are in be Jarge or {mail ; whether you 
are in the middle or inone corner. Within 4s inches of the 
wall, the very air will give a different fenfation to your face 
to what it does in the ‘middle of the room. Turn yourtelf. 
round fucceflively, facing every part of the room, and if there 
be a door open, you will perceive it by a gentle draught of 
air. Are you ina veflel upon the water, you may know by 
the manner in which the air {trikes againft your face, not only 
which way you are going, but whether you go faft or flow! 
Thefe obfervations, and a thoufand others of a fimilar kind, 
can be made only in the night; for, whatever attention we 
beftow on them in the day-time, we are always fo far either 
affifted or prevented by the fight, that the experiment efcapes 
us. Wehere make ufe neither of hands nor fticks ; ine 
deed, we might acquire a confiderable fhare of ocular informa+ 
tion by the touch, even without touching any of the objects 
. in queftion.” 


In this manner Mr. Roufleau goes on to give a number of 
pertinent and ufeful inftructions regarding the cultivation of 
the fenfible, and thereby of the intelle@tual, faculties of youth. 
This part of our Author’s work is not lefs ingenious than in- 
ftructive ; and is well worthy the perufal of all thofe who are 
concerned in the Education of youth. ‘The manner in whieh 
he would have boys initiated in the feveral arts and f{ciences, 
and induced to purfue thofe manly exercifes which are eflen- 
tial to the perfection of their fex and fpecies, is extremely 
fenfible, and appears to be the evident e¥e& of acute obferva- 
tion, and much reflection, on the fubjeét. ° Indeed, we can- 
not beftow too great encomiuims on the various inftances here 
given of our Author’s good fenfe and ingenuity. 


In entering on his third book, Mr. Roufleau fuppofes his 
Pupil to have arrived at the age of twelve or thirteen years, 
at which time he thinks it neceflary to vary his method of in- 
ftruction, During the firft term of childhood, fays he, we 
enceavoured only to lofe time, in order to Melty the il] em- 
p! oyment of it. The cafe is now altered, and we have not 
time fuflicient for every thing that might be ‘uleful. The paf- 
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{ions advance upon us apace; and the moment they give noe 
tice of their arrival, our Pupil will give ear to no other mo- 
nitor. The interval between this term and his fifteenth 
year, hethinks is the proper time, therefore, to fix his atten- 
tion on f{cientific objects ;_ this interval of difpaffionate. intel- 
ligence, however, 1s fo fhort and tranfitory, and is befides 
employed on fo many fubjects of prefent utility, that our Au- 
thor thinks it a folly to judge it fufficiently long for a child to 
acquire much learning or wifdom. It is not, therefore, our 
bufinefs, fays he, at prefent to make him an adept in the fci- 
ences; but to give him a tafte for them, and point out the 
method of improving it. 


Mr. Rouffeau goes an to fpecify in what manner he thinks 
this may beft be effected, illuftrating his precepts by a num- 
ber of pertinent examples; of all which we cannot {fuffici- 
ently teftify our approbation. At the fame time, we muft 
equally admire the accuracy with which he appears to have 
ftudied the connection between the feveral faculties of the hu- 
man conftitution, and the means of improving them by éach 
other, Among other objects of material concern, our Au- 
thar expatiates pretty largely on the expediency of preparing 
a youth againft any change of fituation, to which the vicifii- 
tudes of fortune may fubject him. By bringing h'm up, fays 
he, only to fill one ftation in life, we make him unfit for every 
other ; fo that mere accident may render all the pains we have 
taken, ufelefs or deftructive 


There is an abfurdity, continues he, in making a depen- 
dance on the actual order of fociety, without reflecting, that 
fuch order is fubjeé& to unavoidable revolutions, and that it is 
impofiible to forefee or prevent that which may, affeé& our chil- 
dren. For this reafon it is, that our Author would have boys 
of whatever rank or fortune, learn fome mechanic art, or 
trade. To this propofal Mr. Rouffeau imagines a fine Lady 
will object, and exclaim, ‘* My child learn a trade! make 
*¢ my fon a mechanic! confider, Sir, what you advife !”— 
“¢ Ido, Madam, I confider this matter better than you, who 
would reduce your child to the neceffity of being a Lord, a 
Marquis, or a Prince, or’perhaps one day or other to be lefs 
than nothing. I am defirous of invefting him with a title 
that cannot be taken from him, that will in all times and 
places command refpeét; and, I can tell you, whatever you 
may think of it, he will have fewer equals in this rank than 
in that he may derive from you. 


s¢ Not 
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ss Not that I would have him learn atrade, merely for the 
fake of knowing how to exercife it, but that he may over- 
come the prejudices ufually conceived againit it. You will 
never be reduced, you fay, to work for your bread. Somuch 
the worfe for you; I fay, fomuchthe wor'e. But, no mat- 
ter; if youlabour not through neceflity, do it for reputation. 
Stoop to the fituation of an Artifan, that you may raife your- 
{elf above your own. ‘To make fortune fubfervient to your 
will, you muft begin by rendering yourfelf independent. To 
triumph in the opinion of the world, you muft begin by de- 
fpifing that opinion. 


«© Remember, I do not advife you to acquire a talent, but 
atrade; amechanical art, in the exercife of which the hands 
are more employed than the head ; an art 7 which you will 
never get a fortune, but may be enabled to live without one. 
I have often obferved, and that in families far enough remov- 
ed from all appearance of wanting bread, a provident father 
very anxious to furnifh his children with various kinds of 
knowlege, that, at all events, they might be capacitated to 
earn afubfiftence. In doing this alfo, fuch parents conceived 
they did a great deal in the way of making provifion for their 
offspring, in cafe of the worft-accidents. In this, however, 
they did nothing; becaufe the refources with which they thus 
provided their cuildren, depend on the fame good fortune of 
which they wanted to render them independent. 5o that a 
man poffefled of the fineft talents, unlefs he find himfelf in 
favourable circumftances to difplay them, is as liable to perifia 
for want, as he that hath none. 


‘¢ But, continues our Author, if, inftead of recurring to 
thefe fublime profeffions, which are rather calculated to nou- 
rifh the mind than the body, you apply yourfelf, when occa- 
fion requires, to the ufe of your hands, all thefe difficulties 
will difappear; the arts of fervility are needlefs; your re- 
fources are at hand the moment you want to profit by them : 
probity and honour are no‘obftacles to your fubfiftence ; you 
have no need to fear or flatter the great, to creep or cringe to 
knaves, to be complaifant to the world, or to be either a bor- 
rower or a thief, which is much the fame thing, when aman 
fees no profpect of paying what he borrows. ‘The opinion of 
others will not affect you; you will be under no neceffity of 
paying your court to any one, you will have no idiot to hu- 
mour, or Swils to foothe, no Courtezan to bribe, nor what is 
worfe, to flatter. Let knaves joftle each other, and thruft 
themfelves into preferment ; 5 is nothing to you: this will 
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not hinder you in your obfcure fituation, from being an ho- 
neft man, or gaining a livelihood. You have only to go in- 
to the firft fhop of the trade you have learned, and defire em- 
ployment ; and it will be readily given you. Before noon 
you will have earned your dinner; and, if you are fober and 
induftrious, before the week is out you will have earned 
cnough to fubfift on a fortnight ; thus may you hive free, 
healthy, fince Te, diligent, and honeft: a man’s time is not 
thrown away in learning to make this prov ifion.” 


With regard to the choice of a trade, our Author makes 
exceptions to the more frivolous and ufelefs: he would not, 
for inftance, have his Pupil learn to be an Embroiderer, a 
Gilder, or Varnifher, like the. fine Gentleman of Mr. Locke: 
he would ncither have hima Fidler, a Player, or a Pamphle- 
teer; had rather he ihould be.a Pavior than an Enameller, 
and a Cobler than a Poet. We wi!l not difpute with our 
Author the preferable utility of thefe feveral profeffions ; but 
we apprehend the pretenders to the bufkin, as well as the tor- 
mentors of the goofe-quill and cat-gut, will object to the im- 
propriety of levelling their liberal and fublime occupations 
with the mechanic arts. 


But having attended this ingenious Writer to the end of: 
his third book, we fhall here take leave of him, till the pub- 
lication of the other two volumes of his very fingular per-. 


formance, 
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The modern Part of an Univerfal Hifory, from the earlieft Ac- 
count of Time; compiled from original Writers. By the Au- 
thors of the ancient Part. Vols. XXXII. and XXXII, + 
8vo. 10s. inboards. Ofborne, &c. 





ERODIAN juftly lamenting the little regard paid ta 
’ TRUTH, by Hiftorians, obf met That the Writer of 
Hift ry is mare careful to embellifh his W. rks with propriety of 
phrafc, and harmony of fiyle, than with truth: refleéiing that re- 
mote pofteri ity will be more li ihel) to adamre the two former excellen- 
cies, idan to detec? his want of the I,?. 


Thisa accufation, we apprehend, will not be brought againft. 
the Authors of the prefent Compilations ; who fem to have 
paid no great attention to any other requifites of hiftorical 





* See our account of the preceding volumes of this work, in the 
twenty-third and fubfequent volumes of our Review, 
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writing, than a proper regard to matter of fact: for here are 
few of thofe embellifhments of compofition for which the 
moft celebrated Hiftorians have been admired; from Thucy- 
dides and Livy, down to Robertfon and Hume. Here we 
have no great parade of learning, no profound enquiries, no 
critical difquifitions, no pathos of expreflion, to excite the 
paflions of the Reader; no,rhetorical flowers to adorn the nar- 
ration, and difplay the abilities of the Writer. A.bare and 
brief recital of.events, and chronological exactnefs, chiefly 
conftitute the merit of thefe volumes ;s—which contain an 
epitome of the Hitftories of Denmark and Sweden: an entire 
volume to each kingdom. ‘The Authors appear to have con- 
fulted the beft authoritics, and to have digefted their materials, 
as well as can be expectec, in awork carried on by different 
hands; and thefe points, it muft be confefled, are of much 
more confequence, .in works of this nature, than the pomp of 
diction, or the graces of ftyle; which, after all, are by no 
meals effentially ‘neceflary, and fometimes highly i improper in 
hiftorical compofition. Plainnefs and perfpicuity, are the prin- 
cipal requifites ;—and from thefe, under the guidance of an 
honeft impartiality, and a manly freedom of mind, arife the 
true dignity of the Hiftorian. 


As feveral volumes of this work are publifhed, fubfe- 
quent to thofe which are now before us, we ‘fhall be 
{paring of our extracts from the prefent or future articles, 
until we have difcharged our arrear, with refpec to this Hif- 
tory, and have overtaken the Authors, in the courfe of their 
periodical publication. We cannot, however, in a Bri- 
tifh Journal, deny ourfelves the fatisfaction of communicat- 
ing to Britifh Readers, the following fingular conceffion made 
in favour of Lizertry, by John King of Denimark, in his 
dying charge to his.fon and fucceflor, anno 1513. It was 
folemnly delivered, in the prefence of a great number of Se- 
nators and Noblemen. 





‘ My fon,’ faid the expiring Monarch, ‘I exhort you to 
‘-worfhip God, and pray to the King of Kings to infpire j you 
‘ with wifdom adequate to the heavy [weighty ] charge I'am 

* going to devolve* on you. I recommend it to you, to go- 
¢ vern your people with equity, and, above all things, to be 
© tender of their privileges. What glory is there in being the 


* Such is our Hiftorian’s tranflation, as we apprehend, from Mu- 
ertius: but we have not that Author at hand to confalt; he is here 
often quoted, tho’ not particulatly for this fpecch. ) 
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* King of Staves? Let it be your ambition to be thought 
worthy to govern FREEMEN. Do nothing by violence ; con- 
fult your faithful fubjects ; and attach them as well b 
friendfhip as by duty. Adminifter juftice in perfon, and Jet 
your ears be ever open to the complaints of the oppreffed, 
and to the groans of the injured and indigent. Fill alf 
places of truft and profit with your natural fubjeéts: God 
has given you charge of their intereft; they called you to 
the throne, and gratitude requires a return fromyou. Re- 
ward my faithful fervants, and attach them to you, the 
will then have a double tie to ferve you with fidelity; love 
of my memory, and a fenfe of their obligations to you: and 
now, my deareft fon, [ pray God to blefs you, to dire& 
you, and grant you a long reign, profperous to you, and 
happy to your people.’ 


With, thefe words, dictated by true wifdom, and un- 
feigned goodnefs, expired this great and excellent Prince, 
univerfally réverenced, beloved, and regretted ;—what effect 
they had, or rather had not, on his fucceflor, will, with hor- 
ror, be feen, in the life of Chriftian the fecond, one of the 
moft arbitrary and inhuman Princes that ever reigned: ‘ina 
word, the Nero of the North.—‘* He feemed, indeed, fay 
our Authors, to be one of thofe Princes which Heaven.in 
wrath fets over a nation, as a punifhment for the fins of the 
people, and a trial of their patience :” It is, however, the 
fault of the people themfelves, if ever they futfer fuch wicked 
Governors to make a very Jong trial of their patience. The 
Danes endured the tyranny of this fame Chriftian* as long 
as human nature could fupport fuch outrages and cruelties as 
he was perpetually commiiting. At length, however, after 
thus ruling them with arod of iron, for about ten years, they 
recollected that they were MEN; they roufed themfelves, and 
drove the tyrant from his throne +. 


PeR RRR HAR ARH RA A 


This Hiftory of Denmark commences with the reign ef 
Dan, the Founder of the kingdom, from him named Den- 


* It was in oppofition to this bloody tyrant, that the great Gus- 
Tavus Vasa arofe, the Deliverer of his country, Sweden, then in 
f{ubjeétion to the Crown of Denmark. 

+ By.what means the Danes have fince unfortunately loft their Li- 
berty ; how the Crown from being eleflive became hereditary ; and 
the power of the King rendered abfolute, may be feen toward. the 
clofe of the prefent volume. It is certain, however, that the rigar 
of defpotic government, has been greatly foftened by the mild and 
prudent adminiftration of the Princes who havg fince reigned. 
mark ; 
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mark ; he is fuppofed to have lived about a thoufand years 
before Chrift. The work concludes with an eulogium on the 
prefent Monarch, Frederick the fifth ; of whom our Authors 
give a more advantageous charaéter, than will probably be 
jubfcribed to by the Hamburghers {, Candour, however, 
muft acknowlege the wifdom and prudence of this Prince’s 
adminiftration ; by which the Court of Copenhagen has ac- 
quired an influence in the affairs of the North, unknown tq 
former ages, except in the fifteenth century, when Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway, were united under the illuftrious 
Queen Margaret, furnamed the Northern Semiramis, 


In the Hiftory of Sweden, we have the following extraor- 
dinary inftance of the heroic and romantic {pirit of the times, 
when the feudal fy{tem prevailed. 


About eight hundred years before the birth of Chrift, a def- 
perate war fubfifted between Hading King of Denmark, and 
Hunding King of Sweden, which occafioned fo enormous an 
expence of blood and treafure on both fides, that at length 
mutually agreeing to put a ftop to the unavailing flaughter 
of their fubjects, and defolation of their kingdoms, they con- 
cluded a peace, as cordial and fincere as their former ani- 
mofity was bitter. ‘* They fwore a perpetual alliance, and 
entered into a very extraordinary agreement, That as foon as 
the one fhould be informed of the other’s death, the furvivor © 
fhould immediately lay violent hands on himfelf. After 
reigning with great felicity for fome years, the news came 
that Hading was nomore. [t was falfe;—but Hunding had 
not patience to wait for aconfirmation of it. He refolved to 
die; and immediately prepared a magnificent entertainment, 
afiembled all his Officers round him, plied them with wine, 
and, at the clofe of the feaft, flung himfelf into a veffel full 
of hydromel, where he perifhed. ‘Che Danifh Monarch [as 
well he might] received the news with the utmoft grief; 
and that he might equal his friend in generofity, hanged 
himfelf in fight of the whole Court.” 


If we admit the truth of this anecdote, it was, indeed, a 
moft extraordinary inftance of friendfhip and fidelity. Our 
Authors have related the ftory without exprefling the leaft 
doubt of its authenticity; notwithftanding they have, in 
their hiftory of Denmark, given a different account of the 





} We find, however, that it isno new thing for the Kings of 
Denmark to levy contributions on the city of Hamburgh. Chri 
tian V, in particular, exaed a great fum from thein in the year 1680. 
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matter: as they have, indeed, of other events, as well as fome 
characters, refpecting the two nations, according as they have 
followed the Danifh or Swedifh Hiftorians, from whom their 
materials are drawn. They here tell us, without taking the 
Jeaft notice of the above-mentioned fatal compact, that 
«« Hading lJaid viclent hands on himfelf, probably in difeuft 
at the unnatural condué? of his favourite daughter, who had 
made repeated attempts upon her father’s life.” 


They have inferted, however, the following Note, partly 
taken from Suaningius’s Chronology of the Danifh Kings. 
“s We find in fome Hiftorians, that Hading, after his return 
from Britain, [which he had fuccefsfully invaded] hanged him- 
felf in prefence of his whole Court. It was reported, that he 
died in that ifland, and Hunding King of Sweden, celebrating 
his funeral rites, was drowned in acaldron of wort. Hading’s 
death is attributed to his grief for this misfortune.” 


Confidering the general uncertainty of hiftorical Evidence, 
we are on many occafions inclined to conclude, that much 
lefs credit is due to the faith of Hiftorians, than is ufually 
yielded to it, by the credulity of mankind. Writers being 
fubject to the fame paffions and prejudices, ignorance and dif- 
honefty, with other men, hearfay, mifreprefentation, or down- 
right invention, are therefore but too often the materials of 
which the Hiftorics of Kings and Kingdoms are compofed, 
and from which the greateft characters are drawn. A fingle 
volume of government- papers, and other authentic docu- 
ments drawn from public records, and the great offices of 
ftate, will, perhaps, contain more truth than moft of the 
fine, florid, elegant, and elaborate compofitions of ancient 
and modern times; many of which, on a ftrict fcrutiny, 
will be found little better than Romances: but not always fo 
innocent. By the invention of printing, however, great ad- 
vantage hath accrued to modern Hiftory; which hath there- 
by juftly obtained the preference in this réfpect over the anci- 
ent. Numerous authorities daily iflue from the prefs ; which 
being faithfully colle&ted, or judicioufly referred to, by the 
Hiftorian, add a greater weight to his compilations, than could 
he claimed by the Writers of antiquity, whofe details reft 
folely on their perfonal veracity. ' 


This Hiftory of Sweden, which forms the thirty-third vo- 
fume of the prefent undertaking, concludes with the accef- 
fion of the prefent royal family, and a brief fketch of the 
conduct of the Swedes, in refpect to the part they have fo re- 
: cently 
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cently acted in the grand alliance formed againft the invinci- 
ble Hero of Brandenburgh. 


Some account of the fubfequent volumes of the Modern 
Univerfal Hiftory, will be given in our next. 6 





Sermons on various impor tant Subjects. By the late Reverend 
Mr. William Weft. Publifhed from the Author’s Manu- 
{cript, for the Benefit of his Family. 8vo. 5s. Hen- 
derfon, &c, 


HE fubjeés of thefe Sermons are are as follows, 

the Goodnefs of God—the Wifdom of God—the Har- 
mony of the Divine Perfections—Man’s inadequate Concep- 
tions of the Deity—the Priefthood of Chrift—pure and un- 
defiled Religion—the Folly and Danger of being afhamed of 
the Gofpel of Chrift—the Condemnation of thofe who reject 
the Gofpel—St. Paul’s character vindicated—the Nature of 
true aE | falfe Religion—Self-denial—the vanity of human 
Inftitutions in Belicion—the Character of Pontius Pilate— 
the Progrefs of Superftition—the Spirit and ‘Temper of the 


Gofpel—and Conformity to this World. 





Thefe fubje&ts are treated with great perfpicuity and judg- 
ment; with candor and freedom. ‘he Author appears to have 
thought for himfelf ; to have had no blind or bigotied attach- 
ment to party-notions in religion; to have been, in a word, 
a fincere Enquirer after Truth. His fentiments are juft and 
manly; his reflections pertinent and judicious ; h’s ftyle ner- 
vous, clear, and eafy. 


In his firft Sermon, he candidly acknowlcges, that it is, 
perhaps, impoflible in the prefent ftate, to give a full and fa- 
tisfactory anfwer to all the difficulties and objections that may 
be raifed, by fpeculative Minds, againft the dwine Goodnels, 
from the fyttem of the world, and what continually pafies in 
it. He mentions one proof, however, in i:s favour, which 
the impartial, he prefumes, will allow to be of more force 
than all the objections that have been ever raifed againit it, 
viz. the connection that vifibly fub(ft. between virtue and hap- 
esi on the one hand, and vice and mifery on the other. 


This is a connection, fays he, which every man may 
iat in fact, verified in’ten thoufand intla inces around us; and 
though 
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though there are, arid have been cafes in which the event 
feems to turn out quite otherwife, yet thefé aré by no means 
fufficient to deftroy the faith of the fober and thinking part 
of mankind; whofe characteriftic it has been to be firmly per- 
fuaded that virtue tends to happinefs, vice to mifery, in their 
vifible and general effects. ‘Taking this then for a matter of 
fact, which cannot reafonably be denied, or difputed,—what 
can it be refolved into? what can it originally proceed from, 
but the goodnefs of the great Creator and Governor of the 
world ?-—This difpenfation or conftitution of things, 1s evi- 
dently calculated to advance the general and univerfal happi- 
nefs. For, according to this, the more good a man does to 
others, by a good example, or friendly offices of any kind, 
the more effectually he promotes his own happinefs and en- 
joyment. So that public and private happinefs are here uni- 
ted; felf-love and focial are the fame in the final réfult of 
things.” 


Our Author’s Sermon on the Folly and Danger of being 
afhamed of the Gofpel of Chrift, is, in our opinion, an ex- 
cellent one, and deferves the attentive perufal of every confi- 
derate Reader. He obferves, that the paffion of fhame, tho’ 
originally intended to keep men from wandering out of the 
paths of virtue and happinefs, into thofe of vice and mifery, 
may yet by perverfion lead them into thofe very paths from 
which it was intended to reftrain them. Accordingly we 
often fee perfons, who have not the refolution to be fingular 
in any affair, however important, but are in a manner wholly 
governed by the general vote, afhamed to own what would 
do them great honour to affert and maintain in the moft public 
manner—and even afhamed to affert their liberty of diffent, 
when a compliance with the majority deeply involves thera in 
fin and guilt. Nay, fo far has the perverfion of this princi- 
ple prevailed over fome, and fo much have they been afraid of 
incurring the difefteem of the many, and the great, that they 
have publicly difowned and denied, what they have fecretly 
avowed, in the ftrongeft terms, and falfified themfelves in the 
moft grofs and fhocking manner. 


After producing fome inftances of this unmanly condua, 
our Author proceeds to confider the cafe of thofe who are 
afhamed openly to efpoufe the caufe of Chriftian liberty. — 
“¢ This is a fubje&t, fays he, that deferves to be confidered 
very largely and diftin€ly ; and in order to aright view of it, 
let it be obferved, that among'the many important privileges 
which the great Founder of our religion has annexed to the 
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rofeffion of it, this isone,—that as members of the Chriftian | 


church, we are all independent of each other in point of au- 
thority ; that we are to call no man Mafter on earth; but that 
every individual member is to examine, try, and judge for 
himielf, and to be fully perfuaded in his own mind with re- 

ard to all his religious fentiments, and practices :—and this 
has been juftly efteemed, by all that have rightly confidered 
it, as a glorious privilege of the Chriftan religion.—The Gof- 

el, in this view of it, may be regarded as a {pecial interpofal 
of the ever-blefled God, in behalf of the moft facred rights 
and liberties of mankind ; in oppofition to the haughty and 
impious claims of covetous and proud men, that would lord 
it over God’s heritage, and aflume to themfelves to be Go- 
vernors and Judges in affairs that are too important to be ‘re- 
ferred to fuch weak arbitrators. 


<¢ Te fhould be further obferved, that notwithftanding the 
religious liberties of mankind have been thus folemnly ratified 
and confirmed by a divine revelation; yet under cover of this 


very revelation, and a pretence of patronizing and defending. 


it, men have eftablifhed a worfe ufurpation over the confci- 
ences of their fellow fubjcéts, than perhaps ever prevailed in 
the world before. ‘Thus the Priefthood firft of all aflumed, 
and afterwards feized upon, what is called ecclefiaftical au- 
thority in the Chriftian church; in confequence of which, 
civil eftablifhments of religion have taken place in all the 
kingdoms of Europe; in which it is particularly defined by 
human Jaws, in what manner Chriftians fhall profefs their 
religion, and in whatterms, and with what ceremonies, they 
fhall publicly worfhip God. 


“¢ Againft thefe impofitions of human authority, fome have 
arifen in almoft all ages, and borne their public teftimony, by 
ftanding faft in that liberty wherewith Chrift made them free : 
and, in confequence, have been obliged to fubmit, fome to 
cruel tortures and deaths, others to penalties and difcourage- 
ments, greater or lefs, according to the feverity of the refpec- 
tive governments under which they lived,—but univerfally 
they have been branded with the names of Heretics, and 
Schifmatics, by thofe eftablifhed churches from which they 
have taken the liberty to diflent.—And as they conftantly 
have, and probably always willhave, a majority againft them, 
who, in appearance at leaft, do fubmit to human authority in 
religious matters, fo their hardfhips muft be the greater in 
proportion to the fmallnefs of their number. Now among 
thofe who publicly conform to civil eftablifhments of. religion, 
and 
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and join in public worfhip with thofe who take upon them to 
appoint new terms of communion, or fuch as were not ap- 
pointed by our Lord and his Apoftles, it is certain there are 
many who in their hearts approve of that Chriftian liberty, 
which, in appearance, they defert ;—who openly avow, and 
contribute to countenance and fupport that authority which, 
in their real fentiments, and their private converfation, they 
give up as an ufurpation not to bz juftified upon the principles 
of Chriftianity, which they allow to be clearly on the fide of 
liberty, and oppofite to all human authority in matters that 
are purely religious. —The conduct of fuch as thefe looks too 
much like being afhamed of our Lord and his words, as the 

have not the refolution to act openly upon the Gofpel plan, 
‘when they fee great numbers and powers appearing againft it— 
and that which greatly aggravates this unjuftifiable behaviour 
is, that the peace and well-being of mankind are fo nearly 


affected by it. 


«¢ That the rights of confcience, or of private judgment 
in religion, fhould be preferved in their utmoft extent, is a 
matter of the greateft importance to mankind, fince this is 
the only effectual bar againft perfecution, which has intro- 
duced fo much diforder and confufion into the world, and 
made’ fuch havock among the fons of men, as it is"very 
fhocking to refleé&t upon, much more to thofe that have fe- 
verely felt the effects of it. It is true, the fpirit of perfecu- 
tion does not run fo high at prefent as it has in former ages ; 
but if the princip’es from which it received ftrength and en- 
couragement are ftill efpoufed, and vindicated, it is certainly 
the duty of all Chrifttan Profeflors efpecially, to give their 
public teftimony again{ft them, that, if poflible, there, may 
not be the leaft foundation left to raife any future perfecution 
upon; that no difturbance may evermore be .given to the 
peace of thofe who are determined to abide by their Gofpel 
privileges, and to maintain their right of diflenting from hu- 
man authority, and judging for themfclyes in all religious 
matters. 


‘¢ That this is really a privilege, and an effential part of 
the Gofpel dilpenfation, has not been fo generally and fully 
confidered as it ought to have been. The Gofpel, inftead of 
fupporting’ the claims of human authority, advanced by co- 
vetous and ambitious men, is diredtly levelled againft them, 
and tends, in the ftrongeft manner, to difappoint and defeat 
them.—So much the more fhameful and dithonourable then 
is the conduct of thofe who are fenfible of this, and yet meanly 
defert 
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defert thofe principles of the Gofpel, which have fo gene- 
rous and friendly an afpecét upon the liberties of mankind ;— 
which were intended to refcue men out of the hands of their 
religious oppreflors, to difcountenance the views of ‘worldly 
ambition, and to eftablifh the fpirit of independency and free- 
dom, which is the life and foul of religion. In what light 
then can we regard thofe who are afhamed of our Lord and 
his words, when we confider him as aflerting, in the ftrong- 
eft terms, the principles of religious liberty ?—Is it not an 
inexcufable cowardice, to difown fo worthy and important a 
caufe, and which, from the great original of it,- we are affur- 
ed muft finally prevail ?” é, 


Our Author enlarges a good deal on this fubje&; but fuch 
“Readers as are defirous of feeing what he has farther advanced 
upon it, we refer to the Sermons themfelves. R. 
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Van Swieten’s Commentaries abridged. By Dr. Schomberg of 
~ Bath, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. 8vo. 6s. 
Johnfon. ' 


HE fhort preface to this abridgment obferves, ‘* That 

the prolixity of Van Swieten’s Commentaries upon the 
Aphorifms of Boerhaave may be tedious to the experienced 
Practitioner, and frequently difgufting to the young Student, 
who is eafily frightened at the fight of voluminous writings ;” 
adding, ‘¢ that inftruction is moft impreffive, where it is leaft 
incumbered.” This, indeed, is the fenfe of the following 
appofite motto to this abridgment, 


Quicquid precipies, efto brevis; ut cito dita 
Percipiant animi dociles, teneantque fideles, 


Our medical Epitomifer, however, -might have attempered 
this precept, by remembering, the fame excellent Critic alfo 
fays—Brevis effe laboro, obfcurus fio—and have farther confi- 
dered, that, efpecially in didactic treatifes, obfcurity is by 
all means to be avoided. In this fingle volume Dr. Schom- 
berg had propofed to abridge the three of Van Swieten al- 
ready publifhed in Latin, which we find were tranflated 
and printed here at different times, from the yeat 1744 to 
1758, in eleven volumes 8vo. This at firft may fuppofe the 
different extent of the original and the abridgment to be as 
one to eleven ; bution aiiuch better calculation of their con- 
~ Rev. Nov. 1762. Aa tents, 
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tents, the former is above thirty times as much as the latter. 
Now, as the reafon for Van Swieten’s Commentaries on Bo- 
erhaave’s Aphorifms, was the great concifenefs of that clofe 
and pregnant werk, (whence, perhaps, fome unavoidable ob- 
fcurity) we fhould not expect the Abridgment of fuch a Com- 
mentary to be reduced to little more than the fize of the Apho- 
rifms themfelves, which are alfo contained in the Commen- 
tary, as far as it is publifhed. 


The general heads or titles of the Commentary are erghty- 
three ; thofe of the Aphorifms thirty-feven. Dr. Schomberg, 
‘ however, has contrived to begin-with Difea/es of a fimple folid 
Fibre, and to end with the Empyema, ‘which make the initial 
atticle of the firft; and the final one of the eleventh volume. | 
But it muft be obferved, that the tranflation at large fome- 
times treats.of one difeafe under as many titles as there are: 
{pecies of that gencrical difeafe, for inftance, of the Quincy 
particularly. Neverthelefs, if the Baron has not been great-. 
ly, and very unneceflarily, prolix, Dr. Schomberg muft have 
been too concife and laconic... If the latter has retained all 
that is effentially material, it muft imply the original to. be 
much more generally diffufe.than pertinent. 


It fhould have been confidered, however, for whofe fer- 
vice thefe Commentaries were principally calculated? The 
obvious aniwer to this feems to be, — for~thofe capaci- 
ties, to which the Aphorifms feemed too obfcure, too much 
comprefled, as it were. This would confequently incline 
Baron Van Swieten rather to.expatiate, than to be too con- 
cifé and aphoriftical himfelf: and fuppofing this the cafe, Dr. 
Schomberg’s very brief epitomé has interfered with his Au- 
thor’s capital intention. If the Dodtor defigned it for Phyfi-- 
cians of experience and erudition, doubtlefs there are many 
fuch, who need no explanation of, no Commentary on, the 
Aphorifms. Such, therefore, may be willing, at their leifure, 
rather to perufe the Commentaries in the original; as the 
many cafes, the phyfical experiments, the phyfiological rea- 
fonings and fuggeftions, which he has interfperfed throughout 
them, and embellifhed with his general erudition, prevent 
him from appearing often dry or tedious. , 


_ It feems, neverthelefs, upon the whole, as if fome happy. 
medium might be found between Van Swieten’s voluminous 
extent, and Dr. Schomberg’s diminutive, not to fay,. difpa- 
raging, brevity: and doubtlefs, in general, if a good Au- 
thor had equal leifure and difpofition for it, he muft prove the 
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beft Abbreviate# of his.own work, of which the literary world 
has feen fome acceptable inftances. The production of the 
prefent book needed little more: trouble than to mark in the 
margin the paragraphs which the Printer fhould compofe ; and 
here and there to change a word or particle, in order to con- 
nect them. 


Dr. Schomberg, however, having been modeft enough on 
this atchievement of his Synopfis, with his-non laudem' merut, 
it were f{carcely liberal criticifm to extend thefe ftrictures far- 
ther. As he promifes to abridge the part yet unpublifhed by 
Van Swieten, foon after it appears, it will give him an oppor- 
tunity of re-confidering what he has already done. On com- 
paring fome part of his Abridgment with the Englifa Tran- 
flation, we find it verbally the fame, except the difference al- 
ready mentioned. Hence it is manifeft, we have nothing te 
remark on the ftyle or manner of this performance, which are 
not Dr. Schomberg’s, but are taken from the Tranflator of 
Van Seeven, whofe performance does not lie properly: be- 
fore us. All that is ftri€tly the Abridger’s, is his Preface, 
which is fhort and decent. As he muft be fuppofed to have 
perufed this valuable and learned Author with more than or- 
dinary attention, in order to this Abftract of his Commen- 
taries, -it was certainly a very pertinent employment for a 
practical Phyfician; of which, we hope, his Patients and 
himfelf will perceive the good confequences. K 


fuk ain aie yr ,* 





The Doétrine of Grace: Or, the office and operations of the Holy 
Spirit vinduated from tbe infults of infidelity, and the abufes of 
fanaticifm : Concluding with fome thoughts (humbly offered to 
the confideration of the ESTABLISHED CLERGY) with regard 
to the right method of dfending religion againf? the attacks of 
either party. By William Lord Bifhop of Gloucefter, 
Small 8vo. 2 vols. 3s. 6d. inboards. Millar, &c. 


UCH Readers as are acquainted with the writings of the 
ingenious and learned Author of this performance, will 
expect to find many threwd and pertinent obfervations, an 
original and lively turn of thought, and a confiderable por- 
tion of critical fagacity, in whatever comes from his pen : 
nor will they be difappointed in the work now before us, It 
abounds in digreffions, according to the new-fafhioned mode 
of writing ; many important and curious fubjects are touched 
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upon ; and though precifion and accuracy of difcuffion are 
often wanting, yet there are many judicious reflections, and 
"lively fallies of wit and fancy ; fo that almoft every clafs of 
readers will find fomething to entertain them. As to his 
Lordfhip’s main Subject, viz. the doctrine of GRacE, fome 
licentious Readers will poffibly be tempted to think, that he 
has made of it, what Sir Richard Blackmore is {aid to have made 
of REDEMPTION; be this, however, as it may, there is 
little difpenfation of GRAceE in his treatment of poor ‘fobn 
Wefley, whom he mauls without mercy. How this celebrated 
SAINT may edify under his correction, we know. not; for 
our part, we can fcarce conceive that he ever fuffered more 
feverely from the buffetings of Satan himfelf, than from thofe 
of his Lordfhip. fie 


The firft thing we meet with in thefe little Shandean Vo- 
lumes, is a very curious Advertifement, which has been fuf- 
ficiently re-publifhed and criticifed in the News- papers. 


The Advertifement is followed by a Preface, wherein the 
Author explains the advantages arifing from the obfervance 
of the two following precepts of Solomon, viz. Anfwer not a 
fool according to his fally, left thou alfo be like unto him ; and 
anfwer a fool according to his folly, left he be wife in his own 
conceit. What his Lordfhip has advanced on this fubjeét, 
deferves the ferious attention of every Advocate for religion ; 
and it were to be wifhed, that he himfelf had, on every oc- 
cafion, fet an example of the condu¢ét which he recommends. 








We come now to the difcourfe concerning the Office and 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, which is introduced in the fol- 
lowing Manner : —— ‘* The bleffed Jefus” fays our. Au- 
thor, ** came into the world oN THE PART OF Gopt to 
‘declare pardon and falvation to the forfeited pofterity of Adam. 
He teftified the truth of his miffion by amazing miracles, and 
fealed man’s redemption in his Blood, by the more amazing 
facrifice of himfelf upon the crofs. 


‘¢ But as the Repemprion, fo procured, could only 
operate on each Individual under certain conditions of Farru 
and OBEDIENCE, very repugnant to our corrupt nature, the 
blefled Redeemer, on od a the world, promifed to his fol- 
lowers his interceffion with the Father, to fend) amongft, them 
another divine Perfon oN THE Part oF Man, namely the 
-Hoty, Guosrt, called the Spirit cf Truth, and the Comforter; 
.who, ;agreeably. to the import of thefe appellations, fhould 
co-operate with man in eftablifhing his Fair, and in, pes- 
; fecting 
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feting his OpepIENCE : or, in other words, fhould /ané?ify 
him to redemption. 


<¢ This is a fuccin&t account of the GEconomy of Grace ; 
entirely confonant to our -moft approved conceptions of the 
divine nature and of the human condition. For if man was 
to be reinftated in a free-gift which had been juftly forfeited, 
we cannot but confefs, that as, on the one hand, the reflora- 
tion might be made on what conditions beft pleafed the 
giver; fo, on the other, that God would gracioufly provide 
that it fhould not be made in vain. 


«¢ An atonement, therefore, for the offended majefty of 
the FATHER, was firft to be procured; and this was the 
work of the Son; and then a remedy was to be provided for 
that helplefs condition of Man, which hindered the atone- 
ment from producing its effeét, and this was the office of the 
Hoxuy Guost : fo that both were joint-workers in the great 
bufinefs of reconciling God to man. 


‘© What therefore I propofe to confider is, the office and 
operations of the Holy Spirit, as they are delivered to us in fa- 
cred Scripture. 


“¢ His Office in general is, as hath been obferved, to eftablith 
our faith, and to perfect our obedience : and this he doth by 
ENLIGHTENING THE UNDERSTANDING, and by RECTI- 
FYING THE WiLL. All this is neceflarily collected from 
the words of Jefus, which contain this important PRoMpPsE. 
I will pray the Father, (fays he) and he fhall give you another 
Comrorter, that he may abide with you for ever ; even the 
SPIRIT OF TRUTH —He dwelleth with you and fhall be 
in “you which is th Hoty Guost, whom the Father 
foall fend in my name. He foall TEACH you ALL THINGs. 

‘¢ By teaching us all things, under the joint characters of 
the Spirit of Truth and of the Comforter, we are neceflarily 
to underftand a// things which concern FattH and OseEpi- 
ENCE.” . 


Thefe two diftin& branches of the Holy Spirit’s office his 
Lordfhip confiders in their order.——The method employed 
by divine wifdom in manifefting the operations of the Hoty 
Guost, as the Spirit and Guide of Truth, comes firft under 











’ his obfervation. 


_ The firft extraordinary atteftation of his defcent was at 
the day of Pentecoft, in the GIFT OF TONGUES. Befides 
the great and almoft indifpenfible ufe of this endowment on 
Aa 3 the 
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the firft difciples of Chrift, who were to convey the glad 
tidings of the gofpel throughout the whole earth; the ele- 
gance and propriety in the choice of this miracle, (his Lord- 
fhip’s own words) to atteft the real defcent of that Spirit 
who was to teach us all things, can never, we are told, be fuf- 
ficiently admired ; for worc's being the human vehicle of 
our knowledge, this gift was the fitteft precurfor of the Spirit 
of truth, 


But this firft opening fcene of wonders, which was to pre- 
pare and influcnce all the fubfequent acts of man’s redemp- 
tion, Dr. Middleton would, from a fign, reduce to a fhadow ; 
on which he feems to think, fancy fet itfelf to work, to pro- 
duce a prodigy. The gift of tongues, according to the opi- 
nion * of this learned writer, was not lafling, but inflantaneous 
and tranjitory ; not beftowed for the conftant work of the mi- 
niftry ; but as an occafional fign cnly, that the perfon endowed 
with it was a chofen minitter of the gofpel: which fign, as 
foon as it had ferved that particular purpofe, appears to the 
Doétor, to have ceafed, and totally to have vanifhed, 


As this interpretation may be applied to purpofes Dr, Mid- 
dleton never intended, our Learned Author enters into a di- 
ftinét and careful examination of it, and fhews it to be dero- 
gatory to the operation of the Holy Spirit. He concludes 
this part of his fubje&t with the following words: — * Thus 
far with regard to this extraordinary defcent of the a 
Ghoft, as the GUIDE OF TRUTH. And this being as well 
the FIRST-FRUITS as the TYPE and sEAL of all infpired 
knowledge, the facred hiftorian thought proper to give us a 
circumftantial relation of the fact, The other endowments 
of the’ Spirit of truth he hath mentioned only occafionally, 
So that had not the fubject of one of St. Paul’s epiftles led 
the writer to enumerate thefe various gifts, as they were af- 
terwards diftributed amongft the faithful, we fhould have had 
a very imperfect knowledge of them.” 


His Lordfhip now proceeds to explain briefly the nature 
of thofe, gifts, which St. Paul tells us, were feverally diftri- 
buted amongft the faithful, wz. the word of wifdom, the 
word of knowledge, the gifts of healing, prophecy, working of 
miracles, difcerning of fpirits, &c. The Apoftles them- 
felves, we are told, had all thefe gifts in conjunétion ; exer- 
cifed them in fuller meafure ; fupported them by additional 
sevelations ; and poffefled them by a more lafting title, 





* See Dr. Middleton's Effay on the Gift of Tongues. 
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But for a fuller account of their nature, and their ufe, we are 


referred to Scripture itfelf, which contains the hiftory of their- 


various fruits. As the richeft of thefe fruits is. the in/pi- 
ration of fcripture itfelf, our Author fclects this for the fub- 
ject of what he has farther to fay of the primitive operations 
of the Holy Spirit ; efpecially as this hath, in thefe our /ct- 
ter times, been called in queftion. 


He obferves, that the Miniftry of the firft Preachers of the 
Gofpel confifted in thefe two parts ; 1/f, the temporary 
and occafional inftructions of thofe Chriftians whom they 
had brought to the knowledge of, and faith in, Jefus, the 
Meffiah ; 2dly, the care of compofing a written rule for the 
direction of the church in all ages. Now it being allowed 
that they were divinely infpired in the difcharge of the tem- 
porary part; it muft be very ftrong evidence indeed, we are 
told, which can induce an unprejudiced man to fufpedt, that 
they were left to themfelves in the execution of the other. 
Their preaching could only profit their contemporaries: for 
inftructions conveyed to future ages by tradition are liable to 
be loft and forgotten ; or, what is worfe, polluted and cor- 
rupted with fable. It is reafonable, therefore, to think, that 
the Church was provided with a WRITTEN RULE. 


His Lordfhip goes on to prove, that all the fcriptures of the 
New Teflament were given by infpiraticn of God; he expofes the 
extravagance of certain opinions concerning /cripture in/pira- 
tion ; 5 and endeavours to fettle the true notion of it. His 
opinion is, that the Holy Spirit fo directed the pens of the 
divine writers, that no confiderable error fhould fall from 
them, ——— by enlightening them with his immediate influ- 
ence in all fuch matters as were neceflary for the inftruction 
of the Church, and which, either thro’ ignorance or preju- 
dice, they would otherwife have repretented imperfectly, 
partially, .or. falfely ; and by preferving them, in the more 
ordinary ways of providence, from any miftakes of confe- 
quence, concerning thofe things whereof they had acquired 
a competent knowledge by the ordinary way of information. 
In aword, by watching over them inceflantly ;, but with fo 
fufpended a hand, as permitted the ufe, and left them to the 
pidtahibe of their own faculties, while they kept clear of er- 
ror ; and then only interpofing when, without this divine 
affiftance, they wound have been in danger of falling. 


Tuis our Author thinks the only idea of fcripture infpira-. 


tion which agrees with all appearances, and which will full 
Aa 4 anfwe: 
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anfwer the purpofe of an infpired writing, viz. to afford 
an INFALLIBLE RULE for the direction of the Catholic 
Church. He proceeds to examine what Dr. Middleton has 
advanced, in the Effay above mentioned, concerning the !an- 
guage of fcripture. 


‘¢ We fhould naturally expect, the Doétor ay to find an 
infpired language to be fuch as is worthy of God; that is, 
pure, clear, noble and affecting, even beyond the force of 
common fpeech ; fince nothing can come from God but what 
is perfect in its kind; in fhort, the purity of Plato, and the 
eloquence of Cicero. Now, continues he, if we try the 
apottolic language by this rule, we fhall be fo far from afcrib- 
ing it to God, that we fhall fcarce think it worthy of man, 
that is, of the liberal and polite; it being utterly rude and 
barbarous, and abounding with every fault that can poffibly 
deform a language. 


‘¢ Thefe triumphant obfervations are founded, our Author 
fays, on two propofitions, both of which the Doétor takes 
for granted, and yet neither of them are true. The one is, 
that an infpired language muft needs’ be a language of per- 
fect eloquence ; the other, that eloquence is. fomething con- 
genial and effential to human fpeech. His Lordfhip endea- 
vours to fhew the falfhood of both ; and as what he has ad- 
vanced on this fubjeét will, we are perfuaded, be deemed the 
moft valuable part of his work, we fhall make no apology for 
giving our Readers a full view of it. 


‘* With regard to the firft propofition,” fays he, ‘ I will 
be bold to affirm, that were the SryLe of the New Tefta- 
ment exactly fuch as his very exaggerated account of it 
would perfuade us to believe, namely, that it is utterly rude 
Gnd barbarous, and abounding with every fault that can poffibly 
deform a language, this is fo far from proving fuch language 
not divinely infpired, that it is one certain mark of this ori- 
ginal. 


«© T will not pretend to point out which books of the New 
Teftament were or were not compofed by thofe who had 
the Greek tongue thus miraculoufly infufed into them; but 
this I will venture to fay, that the ftyle of a writer fo in- 
{pired, who had not (as thefe writers had not) afterwards 
cultivated his knowledge of the Janguage on the principles of 
Grecian eloquence, would be precifely fuch as we find it in 
the books of the New Teftament. 


66 For 
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«¢ For, if this only be allowed, which no one, I think, 
will conteft, that a ftrange language acquired. by illiterate 
men, in the ordinary way, would be full of the idioms of 
their native tongue, juft as the Scripture-Greek is. obferved 
to be full of Syriafms and Hebraifms ; how ean it be pre- 
tended by thofe who reflect upon the nature of language, that 
a ftrange tongue divinely infufed into illiterate men, like that 
at the day of Pentecoft, could have any other properties or 
conditions ? 


«‘ Tet us weigh thefe cafes impartially. Every language 
confifts of two diftin& parts ; the fingle terms, and the phra- 
fes and idioms. ‘The firft, as far as concerns appellatives efpe- 
cially, is of mere arbitrary impofition, tho’ on artificial 
principles common to all men: The fecond arifes infenfibly, 
but conftantly, from the manners, cuftoms, and tempers: of 
thofe to whom the language is vernacular ; and fo becomes, 
tho’ much lefs arbitrary, as what the Grammarians call con- 
gruity is more concerned in this part than in the other, yet 
various and different as the feveral tribes and nations of Man- 
kind. The firft therefore is unrelated to every thing but to 
the genius of language in general; the fecond hath an inti- 
mate connexion with the fafhions, notions, and opinions of 
that people only, to whom the language is native. ) 


Let ys confider then the conftant way which illiterate men 
take to acquire the knowlege of a foreign tongue. Do they 
not make it their principal, and, at firft, their only ftudy, 
to treafure up, in their memory the fignification of the terms ? 
Hence, when they come to talk or write in the fpeech thus 
acquired, their language is found to be full of their own na- 
tiveidioms. And thus it will continue, till by long ufe of 
the ftrange tongue, and efpecially by long acquaintance with 
the owners of it, they have imbibed the particular genius of 
the language. 


Suppofe then this foreign tongue, inftead of being thus 
gradually introduced into the minds of thefe illiterate men, 
was inftantaneoufly infufed into them ; the operation, tho’ 
not the very mode of operating, being the fame, muft not 
the effe& be the fame, let the caufe be never fo different ? 
Without queftion. The divine impreffion muft be made ei- 
ther by fixing the terms or fingle words only and their figni- 
fication in the memory ; as for inftance, Greek terms cor- 


refponding to the Syriac or Hebrew ; of elfe, together with © 


that fimple impreffion, another muft be made to enrich the 
mind 
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sind with all the ideas which go towards compofing the 
phrafes and idoms of the language fo infpired: But this lat- 
ter impreffion feems to require, or rather indeed implies, a 
previous one, of the tempers, fafhtons, and opinions of the 
people to whom the language is native, upon the minds of 
them to whom the language is thus imparted; becaufe the 
phrafe and idiom arifes from and is dependent on thofe man- 
ners: and therefore the force of expreffion can be underftood 
only in proportion to the knowledge of the manners: and 
underftood they were to be 5 the Recipients of their {piritual 
gifts being not organical canals, but rational Difpenfers, 
So that this would be a wa/fe of miracles without a fuffi- 
cient caufe; the Syriac or Hebrew idiom, to which the Dif- 
ciplés were enabled of themfelves to adapt the words of the 
Greek or .any other language, abundantly ferving every 
ufeful purpofe, all which centered in the giving CLEAR IN- 
TELLIGENCE. We conclude, thercfore, that what. was 
thus in{pired was the TERMs, and that grammatic congruity 
in the ule of them, which is dependent thereon. Ina word, 
to fuppofe fuch kind of infpired knowledge of /frange tongues 
as includes all the native peculiarities, which, if you will, 
you may call their elegancies ; (for the more a language is 
coloured by the character and manners of the native wfers, 
the more elegant it is efteemed) to fuppofe this, is, as I 
have faid, an ignorant fancy, and repugnant to reafon and 
experience. 


<¢ Now, from what hath been obferved, it follows, that 
if the ftyle of the New Teftament were indeed derived from 
a language divinely infufed on the day of Pentecoft, it muft 
be juft fuch, as to its ftyle, which, in fact, we find it to be; 
that is to fay, Greek words very frequently delivered in 
Syriac and Hebrew idiom.” * 


But Doctor Middleton is fo perfeCly fatisfied that this dar- 
barity of ftyle which claims the title of in{pired, is a fure mark 
of impofture, that he almoft ventures to foretel, it will prove 
the deftruction of thofe pretenfions, as it did to the Delphic 
oracles. Our Author points out the eflential differences - be- 
tween the pretenfions of thefe oracles to infpiration, ‘and the 
pretenfions of the Chriftian Evangelifts, all of which, he 


.* Hence fome may infer, that if bis Lordfhip’s con¢effions in this 
cafe are to be admitted, we need not much wonder that the preach- 
ing of the Apoftles, was to the Fews a fumbling block and to the Greeks 

footifone/s —But we underftand the paflage in a different fenfe. 


fays, 
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fays, the Doctor thought proper to oyerlook ; and he ob- 
ferves that any one of them is fufficient to fhew, that, tho’ 
‘the objection may hold good againft thefe-heathen oracles, yet 
it has not the leaft force againft fcripture infpiration.—He 
oes on to examine, as he propofed, the Doctor’s /fecond pro- 
pofition, viz. ** that eloquence is fomething congenial and 
eflential to human fpeech ; and inherent in the conftity- 
tion of things.” 


<¢ This fuppofes, that there is fome certain ARCHETYPE 
in nature, to which that quality refers, and on which it is to 
be formed and modeled. And, indeed, admitting this to be 
the cafe, one fhould be apt enough to conclude, that when 
the Author of nature condefcended to infpire one of thefe 
plaftic performances of human art, he would make it by the 
exacteft pattern of the Archetype,” But the propofition, his 
Lordfhip fays, is falfeand groundlefs. Eloquence is net con- 
genial or effential to human fpeech, nor is there any Arche- 
-type in nature to which that quality refers. It is accidental 
‘and arbitrary, and depends on cuftom and fafhion : itis a 
mode of human communication which varies with the varying 
climates of the Earth; and is as inconftant as the genius, 
temper and manners of its much diverfified inhabitants. 


“< For what is Purity, fays he, but the ufe of fuch terms, 
with their multiplied combinations, as the intereft, the tem- 
per, or the caprice of a Writer or Speaker of authority hath 
preferred to its equals? What is Elegance but fuch a turn of 
idiom as a fafhionable fancy hath brought into repute? And 
what is Sublimity but the application of fuch images, as arbi- 
trary or cafual connexions, rather than their own native gran- 
deur, have dignified and enobled ? Now Eloquence is a come 
pound of thefe three qualities of fpeech, and confequently 
muft be as nominal and unfubftantial as its conftituent parts, 
So that that mode of compofition, which is a model: of per- 
pec? eloquence to one nation or people, muft appear extravagant 
or mean to another. And thus in fact it was. Indian and 
Aftatic eloquence were efteemed hyperbolic, unnatural, abrupt 
and puerile to the more phlegmatic inhabitants of Rome and 
Athens. And the weftern Eloquence in its turn, appeared 
_ nervelefs and effeminate, frigid or infipid, to the hardy and in- 

flamed imaginations of the Fatt Nay, what is more, each 
{pecies, even of approved eloquence, changed its nature with 
the change of clime and language ; and the fame expreffion, 
which, in one place, had the utmoft /implicity had, in ano- 
ther, the utmoft /ublime. : 
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“¢ Apply all this to the books of the New Teftament, an 
authorifed collection profeffedly defigned for the rule and di- 
tection of all mankind. Now fuch a rule required that it 
fhould be infpired of God. But infpired writing, the Ob- 
jectors fay, implies the moft perfec? eloquence. What human 
model then was the Holy Ghoft to follow? And a human 
model, of arbitrary saiheatliod. it muft needs be, becaufe 
there was no other: or if there were another, it would never 
fuit the purpofe, which was to make an impreflion on the 
minds and affeétions ; and this impreffion, fuch an eloquence 
only as that which had gained the popular ear, could effeét. 
Should therefore the ea/fern eloquence be employed? . But 
this would be too inflated and gigantic forthe Weff. Should 
*t be the Weffern? But this would be too cold and torpid for 
the Eefl. Or fuppofe the generic eloquence of the more po- 
lifhed nations was to be preferred, which /pecies of it was to 
be employed? The rich exuberance of the Afiatic Greeks, 
or the dry concifenefs of the Spartans? ‘The pure and poig- 
nant eafe and flowing fweetnefs of the Attic modulation, or 
the ftrength and grave feverity of the Roman tone? Or fhould 
_all give way to that African torrent, which arofe from the 
fermented mixture of the dreggs of Greece and Italy, and 
foon after overflowed the Church with theological conceits in 
‘a {parkling luxuriancy of thought, and a fombrous ranknefs 
of expreffion? Thus various were the fpecies! all as much 
decried by a different Genus, and each as much difliked by a 
different {pecies, as the eloquence of the remoteft Eaft and 
Welt, by one another. 


«© But it will be faid, Are there not fome more general 
principles of eloquence, common to all?’—Without doubt, 
there are.—Why then fhould not thefe have been employed, 
to do credit to the apoftolic infpiration? For good. reafons ; 
refpecting both the Speakers and the Hearers. For what is 
eloquence but a perfuafive turn given to the elocution, to fup- 
ply that inward, that confcious perfuafion of the Speaker, fo 
neceflary to gain a fair hearing ?* But the firft Preachers of 
che Goipel did not need a fuccedaneum to that inward con- 
fcious perfuafion! And what is the end of eloquence, even 
of thefe general principles, but to ftifle reafon, and inflame 
the pafiions? But the propagation of Chriftian truths indif- 
penfably requires the aid of reafon, and requires no other hu- 
man aid. And reafon can never be fairly and vigoroufly ex- 
erted, but in that favourable interval which precedes the ap- 


peal tothe pafions. Thefe were the caufes which forced the 
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Mafters of eloquence to confefs, that the utmoft perfeGion 
of their art confifts in keeping it concealed:; for that the of- 
tentation of it feemed to indicate the abfence of truth,—— 
Ubicungue ars offendatur, fays the moft candid and able of them 
all, veritas abeffe videatur*. Hence fo many various precepts 
to make their moft artificial periods appear artlefs. Now 
furely that was a very a me inftrument for Heaven-di- 
rected men, which, to preferve its credit, muft pretend ab- 
fence, and labour to keep out of fight. — , 


«¢ What, therefore, do our ideas of fit and right tell us.is 
required in the /fyle of an univerfallaw? Certainly no more 
than this—To employ thofe aids which are common to gi 
language as fuch; and to reject what is peculiar to each, as 
they are cafually circumftanced. And what are thefe aids, 
but CLEARNEsS and PRECISION? By thefe the mind and 
fentiments of the Compofer are intelligibly conveyed to the 
Reader. ‘Thefe qualities are effential to language, as it is 
diftinguifhed from jargon: they are eternally the fame, and 
independent on cuftom or fafhion. To give a language c/ear- 
“s was the office of Philofophy ; to give it precifion was the 
office of Grammar. Definition performs the firft fervice, by 
a refolution of the ideas which make up the terms ; Syntaxis 
performs the fecond by a combination of the feveral parts of 
fpeech into a fyftematic congruity: thefe are the very things 
in language which are leaft pefitive, as being conducted on 
the principles of Logic. Whereas, all befides, from the very 
power of the elements, and fignification of the terms, to the 
tropes and figures of compofition, are arbitrary ; and what is 
more, as thefe are a deviation from thofe principles of Logic, 
they are frequently vicious. This, the great Mafter quoted 
above, freely confefleth, where {peaking of that ornamented 
fpeech which he calls Og npeocel oe Ag ews, he makes the following 
confeffion and apology —* effet enim omne Schema vrTium, 
‘¢ finon peteretur, fed accideret. Verum au@oritate, vetuf- 
“ tate, confuetudine, perensive defenditur, fepe etiam. RA- 
“© TIONE QUADAM. Ideoque cum fit a fimplici reétoque lo- 
“¢ quendi. genere deflexa, virtus eft, fi habet PROBABILE ALI- 
*¢ Quip quod fequatur+. 


“¢ Now. thefe qualities of clearne/s and precifion, fo neceflury 
to.the commynication of our ideas, eminently diftinguifh the 
Writers of the New Teftament; infomuch that it- might be 
eafily. fiewn, that whatever’ difficulties occur in the facred 


* Quint. 1. ix. c 3. + Ibid. : 
volumes, 
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volumes, they do not arife from any imperfection in the mode 
of conveying their ideas, occafioned by this local or nominal 
barbarity of fiyle; but either from the fublime or obfcure na- 
ture of the things conveyed to the Reader by words; or fromi 
the purpofed conciferefs of the Writer; who, in the ocea- 
fional mention of any matter unrelated, or not eflential to, 
the Difpenfation, always affeéts a ftudied brevity. 


«¢ But further, Suppofe that, in fome cafes, an authenti¢e 
Scripture, defigned for a religious rule, demanded this qua- 
lity of local eloquence ; (for that, in general, it is not re- 
quired I have fully fhewn above) let this, I fay, be fup- 
pofed, yet ftill it would not affe& the cafe in hand, fince 
would be altogether unfuitable to the peculiar genius of the 
Gospet. It might eafily be known to have been the purpofe 
of Providence, (tho’ fuch purpofe had not been exprefsly 
declared) that the Gofpel fhould bear all the fubftantial marks 
of it’s divine Original ; as well in the circumftances of it’s 
promulgation, as in the courfe of it’s progrefs.. To this end, 
the appointed Minifters of it’s conveyance were perfons, 
mean and illiterate, and chofen from amongft the loweft of 
the people: that when Sceptics and Unbelievers faw the 
World converted by the felines of preaching, as the learned 
Apoftle, in great humility, thinks fit to call it, they might 

ve no pretence to afcribe the fuccefs, to the parts, the 
ftation, or the authority of the preachers. Now. had the 
language, infufed into thefe illiterate men, béen the fublime 
of Plato, or the eloquence of Tully, Providence would have 
appeared to counteract it’s own meafures, and defeat the 
purpofe beft calculated to advance it’s glory. But God is 
wife, tho’ man’s a fool. And the courfe of his wifdom was 
here, as every where elfe, uniform and conftant. It not 
only chofe the weakeft Minifters of his Will, but kept out 
of their hands that powerful weapon of contorted words, which 
their Adverfaries might fo eafily have wrefted to the difho- 
nour of the Gofpel. So much was Dr. Middleton mif- 
taken, when befides clearnefs, (which he might be, allowed 
to expect) he fuppofes purity, noblenc/s, and pathetic affection 
to be qualities infeparable from an infpired writing, St. Paul 
who, amongft thefe fimple Inftruments, was, for the fame 
wife pufpofeés, made an exception to the general choice, yet 
induftrioufly profecuted that fublime view, for the fake of 
which, the choice was made ; by rejecting all other weapons 
but thofe of the Spirit, to fpread abroad the Conquefts of 
on 
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Son of God. My fpeech (fays he) and my .preaching was not 


with inticing words of man’s wifdom, but in the demonftratiou 
of the Spirit and of Power. As much as to fay, .° My fuc- 
cefs was not owing to the fophiftical eloquence of Rheto- 
ricians, but to the fupernatural powers, with which I was 
endowed, of interpreting Prophecies and working Miracles.” 
He fubjoins the reafon of his ufe of thefe means that their 
faith fosuld not fland in the Wifdom of men, but in the power of 
God. i. e.. Be converted not by force of Philofophy and elo- 
quence, but of the fupernatural gifts of the Spirit + There- 
fore (faith he again) God hath chofen the foolifh things of the 
World to confound the wife; and the weak things of the World to 
confound the mighty. And left it fhould be faid, that this 
was an affectation of defpifing advantages which they them- 
felves could not reach, it pleafed Providence that this decla- 
ration fhould be made, not by one of the more fordid and 
idiotic of the number; but by, Him, to whom both. nature 
and difcipline had given powers to equal even the heights of 
Greek and Roman elocution. For we fee, by what now and 
then accidentally flames out in the fervor of his reafoning, that 
he had a ftrong and clear difcernment, a quick and lively ima- 
gination, and an extenfive and. intimate acquaintance with 
thofe Mafters in moral painting, the Greek Sophifts and Phi- 
lofophers : all which he proudly facrificed to the glory of the 
everlafting Gofpel. Nor does he appear to have been confcious 
of any inconfiftency between an in/pired language and it’s local 
barbarity of flyle: For having had occafion, in this very 
Epiftle, to remind the Corinthians of the abundance of {pi- 
ritual grace beftowed upon him, he fays, J thank my God, I 
freak with tongues more than you all; and yet he tells ther that 
he is rude in fpeech, Which apparent inconfiftency the 
Reader may accept, if he pleafes, for a further proof of the 
truth of what has been above delivered, concerning the na- 
tural condition of an infpired language.” 


The learned Prelate clofes this firft part of ‘his difcourfe 
with a fhort examination of what the noble Author of the 
CHARACTERISTICS has advanced in difcredit of the in{pi- 
ration of holy Scripture. 3 Ro 





[ To be concluded in our next.} 
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Ast. x. Refleélions on the domeflic Policy proper to be obferved on 
the Gonclufion of a™Peace. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Millar. 


“SHE contents of this fenfible pamphlet, are too various 
and diffufive, for abridgment, within the limits of a Cats 
logue article; and therefore we can only obferve, in few words, 
that the chief defign of the Writer, is to recommend a fuitable pro- 
vifion for the Soldiers, Sailors, &c. who will be difcharged on the 
ratification of Peace. For this purpofe, he propofes to fettle the 
men fo diftharged, whom he calculates to amount to forty thoufand, 
in twenty eftablifhments of two thoufand men each, in different parts 
of Britain, upon lakes or navigable rivers, or places adjoining to the 
fea, each man having an houfe and an acre of land affigned him, free 
from taxes for zen years, and to be upon the Chelfea Out-penfion for 
the firlt year after the forming of the eftablifhment: and he thews, 
that upon a reafonable calculation, the whole charge of the fup 
fettlements, would not amount to more than two-thirds of the ex- 
pences of the Colony of Nova Scotia. He does not propofe, how- 
ever, that the Settlers fhould draw all their fubfiftence from the 
yround, or from the bounty of the Government; but that they 
Phould derive ic in part from their application to fome trade or handi- 
craft. The Writer likewife makes many judicious reflections with 
regard to Trade, Population, and the Poor of this Country: and 
alfo with refpect to the Revenues of the kingdom. In fhort, though’ 
we make mo doubt but that many who have been nurfed in prepof- 
feflien, and wedded to preiudice, will cenfure our Author as a vifio~ 
nary Projector, yet we are fatisfied that his propofals merit the 
moit ferious attention ; aud though it may not be expedient to exe- 
cute them in every refpect, yet they may ferve as an excellent ground 
wotk, to frame a Gyitem of domeftic improvement -and national 


ae R—a. 
Art. 2. 42 Examination of the Commercial Principles of the late 
Negotiation between Great Britain and France in 1761. In 


which the Syftcm of that Negociation, with regard to our Colox 
nies and Commerce, are confidered. 8vo. 18. 6d.. Dodfley. 


This pamphlet, contidered merely as a matter of compofition, has 
undoubted merit, being penned in a {pirited and mafterly ftyle. But 
with refpect to the true {tate of the queftion, it is by no means can- 
did and fatisfa€tory. The Writer takes unwearied pains to prove, 
what we believe few will venture to difpute, that the returns from 
Guadaloupe far exceed the produce from Canada. But he hurries 

over 


























Art. 5. A Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of H. 


PoLITICAL,. 


over the argument, with regard to the value of the latter in point of 
fature fecurity. And what he advances on this head, is rather fpe- 
cious than folid. He has, with great addrefs, availed himfelf of 
fome inaccuracies and inconfiftencies in the writings of the Advocates 
for the North-American Colonies ; but he offers nothing fatisfa€tory 
to thew that Canada is not effential to fecure us from the Savages, 
and to prevent another war in thofe parts: on thecontrary, he feems 
to admit the plea of danger, and only argues in extenuation of the 
degree. Our Readers, we are perfuaded, will excafe our enterin 
more minutely into this fubje&t, as the point is now probably decided 
by the Preliminaries lately figned : and the Government have been fo 
thoroughly apprifed of the merits of the queftion, that there is rea- 
fon to conclude, they have judged for the beft. R-4 


Art. 3. 4 Letter to the Right Hon. Wiliam Pitt, Efq; on the 
prefent Negociations. for a Peace with France and Spain. 8vo. 
1s. 6d. Coote. 1 


There is a fpirit in this pamphlet which borders too nearly on pe- 
tulance; neverthelefs, the reflections are in general juft, though not 
always perfectly decent. The Writer, with good reafon, inveighs 
againft the rage of conqueft; endeavours to fhew, that our acquifi- 
tions have been purchafed too dear; and that the difference between 
the fuppofed terms of the expected treaty and thofe of Mr. Pitt’s ne- 
IS ape are quite inconfiderable, when put in ballance with the 


nefits of peace. R- d 
Art. 4. 4 Prophefy of Merlin. 8vo. 6d. Nicoll. 


Thofe who are very fond of political fcandal, may poflibly think 
this ftrange reiteration of ftale fcurrility, a mighty meritorious per- 


‘formance: yet-we can difcern nothing in it but.rancour, mifre- 


prefentation, and bad language. ‘The quintefcence of all the hack- 
ney’d abufe, fo plentifully thrown upon Mr. Pitt for fome years paft, 
is here colleéted ; together with other noxious and filthy matter, 


‘enough to infect the minds of half the underling Politicians in the 


City; who generally frame their opinions on what they /pell and put 
together in the Gazetteer, and in the va/tly clever pamphlets. fet forth 
by the Sh———"s, the C ’s, and the B——’s of the age. 








x, con~ 
cerning a Parliamentary Peace. 8vo. 1s. A.Henderfon. 


We find abundance of great names, and great things too, in this 
Epiftle: Grotius and Puffendorf, and Guftavus Adolphus, and Magna 
Charta, and the Havanna, and Oliver Cromwel, and Admiral Po. 
cocke, and Canada, and the King of Pruffia, and Attakullakulla the 
little Carpenter, and the Alehouk -keepers, and the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and the Spaniards, and the Scotch, and the Duke de Niver- 
nois’ tavern-bill, amg Churchill the Poet, and the Lord Mayor's feaft, 
Rav. Noy. 1762, Bb witn 
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wth athoufand more notable things ; all. highly meriting the: noble 
Lord’s moft ferious confideration, although many, of them feem to have 
very litle connection with either the peace or the parliament. And 
as great men, like great Wits, may have fhort memories, how happy is 
it for the public, that there is fuch a watchful Argus as the very pro- 
found Politician now before us, to remind our Statefmen of their duty. 


Art. 6. 4 Speech without Doors, by a Lobby-Member.  4to, 
6d. Williams. 


Attacks Pitt, defends Bute, and recommends the Peace. The 
writing is not the meaneft, 


Art. 7. Political Confiderations, being a few Thoughts ef a can- 
did Man, on the prefent Crifis. In a’ Letter. to a noble Lord 
. wetired. from Power. 8vo. 18, 6d. J. Hinxman. 


Though there is a great deal of what the French call-verdiage in 
this,paniphlet, yet it contains many obfervations which fpeak the 
Janguage of good fenfe and moderation, ‘The Writer is one of thofe 
who bow, the knee to the rifing Sun, and. would: perfnade all 
others, to fall.down before the glaring ido] of his adoration: but ab- 
itra¢ied from this idolatry, his principles are juft, and his manner of 
writing decent and plaufible. He ftrongly recommends. unanimity, ; 
and exhorts, the noble Lord.to whom he addreffes his Letter, to con- 
cur in flrengthening the hands of the prefent Miniftry. Whether 
this zeal proceeds from principle or intereft, his own heart only can 
determine, As toshis profeflions, they, are in the. ufval ftrain, of mi- 
nifterial Advocates ; and he hasonly repeated what has-been faid by 
his predeceflors, in. terms more fpirited and {triking,s We, who are 
ufed'to the temper and tendency of {uch writings, can partly. anticipate 
what will be offered by the contending Parties on each fide; and. we 
could with, the public would be perfuaded that it is of-very, little con- 
fequence to them, who prefides at the 'Treafury, though it.may be of 
great importance to the Candidates for places. and penfions. All.con- 
telts of this nature, are more about perfons than things: and:unhap- 
pily the herd of mankind who cannot judge of the latter, are eafily 
cajoled or irritated by the influence of the-former. Read 


Art. 8. 4 Letter to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Wor- 
fripful Aldermen, and Common-Council; the Marchauts, Ci- 
tizens, and Inhabitants of the City of London. From.an.old 
Servant*. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Owen. 

Tt is not many years fince this old Servant, difgufted with his 
ftation, gave warning, and quitted his feryice.in a. pet. In 
taking a formal leave alfo of the refpectable family he, now addrefles, 
he did little better than tell them, he thought there was hardly an ho- 
neft man among them. After fuch a parting, it was to be prefumed 


* Mr, Heathcote, formerly an Alderman of London. 
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he would have pérmitted them for the future, ‘to brew of to bake as 
they pleafed; this old Servant, however, ‘either out of his former 
regard, or becaufe he cannot help being {till meddling, could not 
bear to think of a Peace being in the oven, withoat his having a finger 
in the pye. : 

Indeed, this extraordinary inftance of his zeal, at a time of life 
when he might have been fuppofed fufficiently taken up with ** the 
lat tage of his journey to the other world,” puts us in mind of a 
fellow-citizen, and a brother Politician, about the fame age, who, 
having fettled all his worldly affairs, and recommended himfelf for 
the lait time to heaven, turned his head, after a paufe of a few fe- 
conds, towards his weeping children, and addrefied the eldeit, with 
all the folicitude of a true-bred Politician, ** Well, Robert, but what 
do yow think of the State of the Nation?” Robert, it feems, was 
too much affeéted by fuch am unexpected quettion,’ to make ari im- 
mediate anfwer, and if he had not been fo affected, it would have 
been too late to reply to it; for the words were hardly out of his 
mouth before the old man expired. So true it is, that the raling 
weaknefs, or paflion, never leaves us on this fide the grave, 


Quo femel eft imbuta recens, fervabit odorem 
Tefta diu. 


As to the obje& of the prefent pamphlet, the Writer is by no means 
for having the Miniftry conclude a definitive treaty of peace on fuch 
terms as have been fet forth in the /uppofed Preliminaries: from thé 
manner of his treating this fubject alfo, it appears he hath changed 
his opinion but little in favour of mankind: we have reafon to hope, 
however, that the nation hath not fo much to fear either from the 
ignorance or treachery of thofe who have the charge of her intereits, 
as this zealous Veteran would have us imagine. K-n-k 


Art. g. 4 Reply to Mr. Heathcote’s Letter, from an honeft 
Man. In which the Arguments are proved to be delve, and 
the Faéts untrue. 8vo. 1s. Morgan, 


A felling pamphlet muft of courfe have a fecond part, by the fame 
Hand, or an Anfwer by fome other; nay, fometimes a fuccefsful 
performance of this kind will give rife to half a feore, and circu- 
late about the town, as Trappolin runs about the flage, with Meo, 
Eo, and Areo flicking clofe to his tail. We imagine, however, that 
neither Mr. Heathcote nor any of his friends, will’ chufé to bind u 
this pamphlet with his Letter; this Writer being not lef{s warm than 
his Antagonift ; whom he attacks, perhaps, with too great impetuo- 
fity, for his caufe or abilities. Much, indeed, hath been faid; and 
much more ftill remains to be faid, on both fides. K-n-k 


Art. 30. Some cool Thoughts on the prefent State of Affairs; with 
a Word to the old Servant. 8vo. 1s. Cooke. 


We have here a number of fhrewd and fenfible remarks on the 
prefent ftate of Parties, with fome pertinent Replies to Mr. Heath- 
Bbz coie’s 
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cote’s Queries. Of the Author’s manner our Readers may judg 
from the following paflage. ‘* You fhall frequently hear, fays he 
the Pastizans of the late great Man, gravely and decifively pronounce 
that the prefent Miniftry cannot poflibly lait. Some of thofe,Gentle- 
men are employed to fhake their heads in proper companies: to 
doubt where all this willend; to be in mighty pain for the nation ; 
to fhew how impoffible it is public credit fhould be fupported ; to 
pray that all may do well, in whatever hands; but very rauch to 
doubt that the Pretender is at the bottom. I know not any thing fo 
nearly refembling this behaviour, as what is often feen among the 
friends of a fick man, whofe interelt it is that he fhould die: the 
Phyficians proteit they fee no danger; the fymptoms are good; the 
medicines operate kindly ; yet fill they are not to be comforted ; 
they whifper, he is adead man ; it is not poflible he fhould hold out, 
he hath perfe& death in his face; they never liked this Dottor: at - 
Jaft the Patient recovers, and their joy is as falfe as their grief.” 

If this picture be not avery juft likeneds, it is a ftriking one 5; we 
fhall know better what to think of it, however, when the Patient is 


atually quite out of danger. VK- n—k 


Art. 11. An Enquiry into the Merits of the fuppofed Prelimi- 
naries of Peace, figned on the 3d Infant. 8vo. 6d. Bird. 


Ts it not pity that the impatience of our Politicians would not per- 
mit them to wait the publication of the rea/ Preliminaries ? or, rather, 
perhaps, itis a pity forthem it fhould. In the former cafe, it is true, 
if the terms thould differ from what they are at prefent conceived, 
we might afk them, with Mr, Bayes, what becomes of their /up- 
poe? They will have the fatis faction, however, to think a new 
pamphlet neceflary; and may fit down to difplay ‘their profound 
talents on a real f.bject, as they have done on an imaginary one. If 
there fhould be no material difference, we have the comfort to Jearn 
from this Enquirer, that ** the whole treaty taken together, gives us 
every commeicial advantage we ever claimed, and fecures to us every 
commercial object which our enemies ever wilhed to deprive us of.” 


Jf this be true, certainly every with of every Briton muit be to have 
K lait for ever and ever. 
K-n- K 


MIscCELLANEOUS. 
Art. 12. The Romance of a Night; or a Covent-Garden Adven- 


ture. 12mo. 1s. Nicoll. 


The little novel now before us, confifts of a pleafing tale; in which 
there is lefs of incident and variety, than of fimplicity and nature. 
It is obvioufly fictitious, as the ti itle honeftly profeffes ; but the mat- 
ter of fa is of {mail import, where the writing is good, and the 
ssioral’s unexceptionable. In refpeé& to the Author’s manner of recit- 
ing this adventure, we fhould Zot hefitate to pronounce it elegant, 
were it not for the affectation of delicate phrafe, and the fingu!a 
coinage of new words, whichruns th:ough almof every page. “Phis 
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is evidently intended for a Companion to The Romance of a Day, 
mentioned in Review, vol XXIII. page 3275 and appears to be written 
by the fame hand: whom we are forry to have fo many occafions of 
reprehending for his affectation of ftyle ; which fometimes mifleads 
him to the very borders of broken Englith. 


Art. 13. The Deification of the Fair Sex. 1s. Williams. 


An impotent attempt at obfcenity. It appears to have been ori- 
ginally the work of fome fribbling French Scribbler, of lafcivious 
inclination, but feeble powers. 


Art. 14. Fraétions Anatomifed; or, the Doétrine of Parts made 
plain and eafy to the meaneft Capacity, on a Plan entirely new, 
To which is added, a concife Explanation of Duodecimal Arith- 
metic. By Richard Ramfbottom, Officer in the Excife, 
8vo. 2s. Longman. 


We cannot recolleét any thing more rational and fenfible of the 
kind, than this produétion; to which the Author has added fome 
judicious rules for the inftruction of young Excifemen, in the exa- 
mination of their own books. 


Art. 15. Critical Remarks on the Monthly Review, for Augu/ft, 
1762. By J. Garnor, M.D. 8vo. 6d. Sandby. 


Many errors of the prefs, and inadvertent flips of the pen, muft 
unavoidably happen in a ‘periodical work which fcarcely allows 
time for a revifal of the proof-fheets. A few efcapes of this fort ap- 
pearing in the Review for Auguft laft, one Dr. Garner (we know 
not whether it be a real or a fictitious name, having never heard af 
fuch a Doétor before) has made a friendly colleétien of them; for 
which our Jndex-maker heartily thanks him: and would think him- 
felf farther obliged to him for a like pamphlet every month, as fuch 
publications might be of fome ufe to him, the faid Index-maker, in 
drawing up the table of Errata to be printed at the-end of each vo- 
lume of the Review. The fuppofed Doctor, however, has overlooked 
fome errors, of greater importante than any of thofe ke has mention- 
ed, and which, had he apprifed us of his intention to appear in print, 
we could have pointed out to him: his kiud intention muft, neverthe- 
lefs, be acknowleged, as (however.incapable of inveftigating the vari- 
ous fubjects that lay befcre him) he really fcems to have done bis bef. 


Art. 16. 4 Defcription of the Spanifh Iffands and Settlements ou 
the Coaft of the Weft-Indies ; compiled from authentic Memoirs, 
revifed by Gentlemen who have refided many Years in the Spanifh 
Settlements ; and illuftrated with thirty-two Maps and Plans, 
chiefly from original Drawings, taken from the Spaniards in 
the lajt War, and engraved by ‘Thomas Jefferys, Geogra+ 
pher to his Majefty.  4to. 10s. 6d. fewed. Jefferys. 


Bb 3 Mr, 
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Mr. Jefferys informs us, by his prefatory Advertifement, “ That fe. 
veral of the principal Officers in the Britifh navy, during the courfe 
of the laft war with Spain, having found on board their retpeétive 
prizes, many curious draughts and furveys of the Spanith Settlements 
in the Welt-Indies, with a moft difintereited public fpirit, have com- 
municated them to the Editor, for the fervice of Britifh Navigators ; 
thefe, together with a variety of new materials, with which he has 

‘been favoured by feyeral Gentlemen, who have refided many years 
both in the Spanifh and Englifh fettlements in the Weft-Indies, en- 
courage him to hope, will not only be found extremely ufeful, but 
alfo entertaining.” 

Depending on the veracity of our Editor, and taking it for grant. ‘ 








ed, that the account he has given of the means by which he became 
pofiefied of the materials for this publication, is matter of fact, we 
cannot but confider his work as very feafonable apd ufeful. As to 
the authenticity of the defcriptions, and the accyracy of the draughts, 
we are lefs qualified to judge of them than Mariners and Travellers ; 
who muft, of courfe, be the beft Reviewers of fuch produétions. In 
regard, however, to the plates, they are neatly executed: Mr. Jef- 
ferys is, undoubtedly, one of our beft Map-Engravers. 


Art.17. Original Pieces relative to the Trial and Execution of 
Mr. Fohu Calas, Merchant at Touloufe, who was broke on the 
Wheel in that City, purfuant to his Sentence by the Parliament 
of Languedoc, for ihe fuppofed Murder of bis eldef? Son, ta 
prevent his turning Roman Catholic. With a Preface and Re- 
marks on the whole, by M. de Voltaire. 1s. 6d. Becket. 





Thefe pieces, which are printed in French and Englifh, con- 
fiftof the Letters, Memorial, and Declaration of the eval wife 
of the fuppofed Criminal, and her two furviving fons ; all tending to 
expofe, in the moit glaring colours, that judicial fcene of violence 
and iniquity, of whicn they have fo much reafon to complain. To 
thefe isadded, a kind of parallel between the cafe of John Calas and 
the impofture of Elizabeth Canning *, faid to be written by M. de Vol- 
taire; acircumftance, however, we cannot take upon us to confirm ; 
the Author of this piece exprefsly telliog us, he was in London at 
the time when Canning’s affair was in agitation; which, we believe, 
is not true with refpect to Mr.de Voltaire. Be this at it may, the 
public are here prefented with an authenticated and melancholy in- 
ftance of the fallibility of human judgment, and: the fatal influence 
of popular prejudice over the moit folemn decifious. It is, indeed, 
impoflible to read without horrour, the flory of this unhappy father, 
dragged to the rack, and expiring under excruciating tortures, for 
having murdered a beloved fon, under fuch circumitances as rendered 
it in the higheft degree improbable, if not impoflibie, he fhould be 





_ ® By which an innocent old woman was condemned to die; though happi- 
ly, by the interpofition of his Majefty’s clemency, the fentence was not fuf- 
fered to take place, : , 


guilty. 
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guilty. What then fhall we fay of thofe rafh Judges, who, in con ~ 

tradiction to the dictates of common fenfe, juftice, and humanity, 

thas facrificed a wretched old man to the fury of perfecuting zeal, 

and the abfurdity of blind fufpicion? What, indeed! but that un— 

jutt Judges, and the Oppreffors of the Widow and the fatherlefs, God 
ge. 


will ju . K-n—k 


Art. 18. 4 Copy Z the Proceedings of a General Court-martial, 
held at Land-Guard Fort, September 14, 1761. 4to. 15. 
R. Davis. 


Relates to the trial of William Lyrith, Efq; Captain of the Eaftern 
Battalion of the- Suffolk Militia; for quitting his duty, contrary to 
the orders of Lieutenant Governor Thicknefleé. The Captain was 


‘hhonoufably acquitted ; bat there being fome things irregular in the 


proceedings of the Court, his Majefty did not think proper to con- 
firm thé fentence: altho’ he was pledfed to order the Prifoner to be 
releafed from his arreft,—as it appeared that the Captain was led into 
this breach of orders by inadvertency, rather than any defigned con- 
tempt of difcipline, &c. 


Art. 19. The Life of Richard Najb, Efy; of Bath. Extyaéted 
principally from his original Papers. 8vo. 4s. Newbery. 


A trivial fabje&, treated for the moft part in a lively, ingenious, and 
entertaining manner. Mr. Samuel Johnfon’s admirable Life of Savage, 
feems to havé been chofen as the model of this performance. 


Art. 20. The Great Importance of the Havanna, fet forth in an 
ay on the Nature and Methods of carrying on a Trade to the 
South Sea and the Spanifh Weft-Indies. By Robert Allen, 
Efg; who refided fome Years in the Kingdom of Peru. 
8vo. 1s. Hinxman. | 


An old tract revived; from an edition printed in the year 1712, 
dedicated to Robert Earl of Oxford and Mortimer. The prefent 
Editor, who figns himfelf Samuel Jemmat, inicribes this edition to 
Mr. Alderman Harley, one of the Reprefentatives in Parliament 
for the city of London. It appears to contain a genuine ac- 
count of fome particulars relating to the South Seatrade, &c. as it 
was circumftanced in the beginning of the prefent century. 


Art. 21. A Defcription of Millennium Hall, and the Country ad- 


jacent : Together with the Gharacters of the Inhabitants, and fuch 
hiftorical Anecdotes and Reflections as may excite in the Reader pro- 
per Sentiments of Humanity, and lead the Mind to the Love of Vir- 
tue. By a Gentleman on his Travels. 12mo. 3s. Newbery. 


Millennium Hall is aname given to the rural and elegant abode of 2 
happy fociety of Ladies, which the Author tells us he met with in the 
: Bb 4 Wett 
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Weft of England. The refpective hiftories of thefe accomplithed female 
Worthies, with their motives for retiring from the world, and formin 
this delightful conneétion ; together with a particular defcription of their 
refidence ; an accountof the rules, and orders of the fociety ; and a 
view cf the very laudable manner in which the amiable Reclufes em- 
ployed their time and their fortunes;—thefe are the outlines of a 
work well calculated, asthe title juftly profeffes, to infpire the Reader 
with proper fentiments of humanity, and the love of.virtue, We 
have perufed it with pieafure ; and heartily recommend it, asa very 
entertainmg as well asa truly moral and fenfible performance, 


POETICAL. 


Art. 22. The Poetical Mifcellany ; confifting of feleé Pieces from 
the Works of the following Poets, viz. Milton, Dryden, Pope, 
Addifon, Gay, Parnel, Young, Thomfon, Akenfide, Philips, 
Gray, Watts, Sc. For the Ue of Schools. 12m0. 33s. 
Becket. 


Nothing, fays the Editor, can be more abfurd than the common 
practice of making fuch young Gentlemen as are not defigned for any 
of the learned profeflions, drudge for feven or eight years, in order 
to acquire a fmattering in two dead languages. Part of the time, 
he adds, which is thus wafted, might be more profitably employed in 
making them acquainted with our beft Englifh Poets. “the Colle@ion 
which is here offered to the public, was made with this view. Such 
Matters, continues he, as think proper to’ufe it, may make it fub- 
fervient to feveral important purpofes of education. They will have 
an opportunity of pointing out to their Pupils, the peculiar beauties 
of our moft eminent Poets, of making them acquainted: with the 
force and beauty of our Janguage, and of imprefling many noble fen- 
timents upon their minds, Young perfons are, in general, fond of 
poetry ; and when the language of the Poet is eafy and familiar to 
them, they readily enter into his fentiments. And the Editor farther 
prefumes, that every fenfible and unprejudiced Parent will be better 
pleafed to hear his fon repeat fifty lines‘of Milton, Pope, or Thom- 
fon, than five hundred of Ovid or Virgil. To thefe juft obfer- 
vations we cannot refufe our fuffrage. We muft likewife add, that, 
in our opinion, the extracts here made, are, in general, tho’ not all, 
judiciou‘ly felected, and the Authors well chofen, both in regard to 
their poetical merit, and the moral and ufeful tendency of their 
compofitions. 





Art. 23. The Minifier of State. A Satire. gto. 1s. 6d. 
Wilfon and Fell. 


The Author ereéts an altar to our new Secretary, Lord Hallifax, 
and thereon facrifices the characters of all our Prime Minifters, from 
Burleigh down to B—. ‘The poetical flowers with which it is de- 
coraie’, are only thofe produced by the nettles and weeds of 
Parnaflus. 
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Parnaflus. The fentiments are hackney’d and infipid, and the verfi- 
fication very indifferent. 

As the prattice of puffing is now arrived at the utmoft height of 
afurance, it will not be improper for the Reviewers occafionally to 
mark fome of the groffer inftances that may occur of this kind. The 
prefent pamphlet was introduced to the notice of the public, by the 
following lying paragraph * in the news- papers. 

«© A noble Peer has abfolutely given direétions to his Sollicitor, to 
commence a profecution againit the Author of the poem called, The 
Minifier of State, a Satire, as a moft licentious and libellous compo- 
fition.—The Writer, no doubt, merits a feverer cenfure of the law 
than any of his brethren, becaufe inftead of em loying thofe great 
talents for poetry and Satire, for which he is fo de/erwedly celebrated” 
[what does he not de/erve for his effrontery ?] “* in the fervice of vir- 
tue and his country, he has bafely” [ba/ely enough!) * proftituted 
them to the unworthy purpofes of defaming, lampooning, and abue 
fing fome of the greateit characters in this kingdom.” (all a puff to 
excite curiofity.] ‘* We think this literary Luminary of the age” 
[this illiterate farthing candle!] ‘* fhould pay a greater deference to 
the words of his predeceflor Mr. Pope 


Curs’d be the verfe, how fmooth fe’er it fow—me 8c” 





We doubt, however, if any of this Aone? Gentleman’s Readers 
will think his verfes worth a curfe; whatever they may think he de- 
ferves for his impudence. 


* One of the papers, however, had the difcretion to print it as an 
Advertifement ; thereby fufficiently indicating what quarter it came 
from, 


Art. 24. The Wedding Day. In three Parts. By a Citizen 
of London. 8vo. 1s. Keith. 


That the Citizens of London are the greateft Politicians in the 
world, wil! hardly be difputed in any coffee-room or porter-houfe be- 
tween Temple-bar and Whitechappel : that they fhould bear away 
the palm in poetry too, may be thought, however, a little more than 
comes to their-fhare. Yet what have not your Covent-Garden Wits, 
and St. James’s Poetafters to fear from the prefent phenomenon? So 
extraordinary a Genius, we will venture to fay, never before made 
his appearance in the republic of letters. 


Pallida mors equo pulfat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumgue turres. O beate Sexti! 
Vite Jumma brevis fpem nos vetat inchoare longam. 


Hey! what is all this? Why, Sir, it is the motto to the Wedding 
Day, apoem. You probably would think it better adapted to a Dy- 
ing Day !—But this it is to want genius; you would keep plodding 
on in the dull tra&t of propriety! ten toone if you do not imagine 
too, that our Poet gives a defcription of the matrimonial ceremony, 
the 
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the nuptial feaft, and connubial conflict. Alas! how little do you 
know of the fublimity and excentricity of a city Genius! Would 
you have the Mufe tack a young couple together, call the fiddles, and 
fall to finging a weadiug and a bedding, with as little formality as 
the Sailors ufed to make matches at May-tair and the Fleet? What 
a proftitution of poetic talents! No, Reader, our London Citizen 
is as much a Philotopher as a Poet, and behaves himfelf in a very dif. 
ferent and diftreet monner. It is trae, he acquaints us thete is a 
wedding, that the Bride is a Maid, and that her name is Phebe; 
The Bridegroom probably was a ftranger, and therefore is namelefs, 
The Poet calls the company together, however, Tom, and Will, 
and Jack, and Dick, and Hal, and Jem, with their refpective Laffes, 
fets them to dancing, and then introduces the faze Sophronius (fome 
Common-council-man no doubt) to read them a férmon ; a philofo- 
phical, philological, fatirical, and moral fermon. A pretty enter. 
tainment for a wedding day! ard fo you will fay, Reader, if you 
fhould ever perufe it. 

As to oar Poet’s philofophy, he does Mr. Pope the honour of a- 
dopting fome of his principles, as alfo fome of his lines ; but how 
far he rifés fuperior to his model, let the world jadge. 


“© Ceafe then, nor order imperfection name,” 


fays Mr. Pope, to which our Author, elegantly, finoothly, and fig- 
nificantly adds, | 


Chriftianity and Reaf*n’s perfection are the fame. 


How much fuperior alfo to the Twickenham Poet’s are our Au- 
thor’s talents for fatiree This may be gathered from the folowing 


ftri€tures on the vice of gaming, and the aflembly at Haberdathers 
Hall. 





Cits erafp a vice expelled the Court ; 
The great rejeét, the little court her fway, 
Promote her growth on evens of Thurfday. 

With human heads if brainlefs blockheads bawl, 
Who finds them gaming in a ¢hread-man’s hall ? 
Who finds them not? {ure not a City’s King! 
Patterns how great /cime Magiftrates can bring! 
So Cits refufe their Sovereign to aid, 

And ftudy arts that rafcals make a trade. 

Conduét how worthy of a trading town! 

(So graceful a ta/le, records! write it down.) 

Jf humble verte to future day defcends, 

Judge ye, pronounce, pofterity, my friends ! 
This came to pafs, (and be it known to you) 
The year one thoufand feven hundred fixty-two. 


As this fecond "Squire Prynne hath already made pofterity his friends, 
he may probably think himfelf entitled to throw up the Poet’s trade, 
which notwithftanding his great talents, he defpifes fo much, that he 
had 
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Rather become of fhoes a dirty fcraper, 
Him foot who fweeps, or beft, a moufe-trap maker. 


For the honour of the city, however, we furely cannot help with- 
ing he would confider this matter better; or that the Aldermen and 
Common-council would take fome meafures to prevail on him to 
change his refolution. 


Art. 25. The Spring. A Paftoral. As it is now performing at 
the Theatre-reyal in Drury-Lane. ‘The Mufic by Mr. Han- 
del, and other eminent Mafters. 4to. 1s. Davies. 


To fay that we owe this elegant litle Drama to the very learned and 
ingenious Author of the Essaxvs on Mufic, Painting, and.Poetry, and 
of Hermes, is faying enough to excite the curiofity of our Readers ; 
but they can form no adequate idea of the entertainment froma 
mere perufal of the printed copy. Thofe who faw and heard it per- 
formed on the ftage, by Mr. Norris, Mr. Vernon, Mrs Vincent, and 
Mifs Young, could beit judge with how much fuccefs fome of the 
moft admired airs and choruties of Handel, and other eminent Ma- 
fters, are here introduced, and connected with a recitative, compofed 
by a Gentleman, whofe tafte and knowlege in mufic (as the Pub- 
lifher obferves in his Advertifement) are, perhaps, his leaft merit. | 


Art. 26. Select Poems from Mr. Gefner’s Paftorals. By the 
Verfifier of Anningait and Ajutt. 4to. 1s. Newbery. 


We mentioned this Lady’s verfion of Mr. Johnfon’s Greenland 
Tale, of Anningait and Ajutt, in Review, vol. XXIV. page 315. 
Her verfe flows in an eafy and harmonious ftrain; but not always 
correctly, nor is fhe very exact in her rhymes. The following cou- 
plet is a remarkable inftance of the laft mentioned defect. 


A chaplet for her brow I yet can form, 
Myrtle and ivy fhall the wreath adorn. 





Of inaccuracy, take the following fpecimen ;__ 
What a rich Jade of flowers are here difplay’d ! | 


But not to dwell on the flight imperfections of a female pen. we 
fhall only add our friendly advice to this ingenious Poetefs, to finith 
her fyture productions with greater care ; ‘as we really believe her ca- 
pable of more correctnefs and elegance than fhe has manifefted on the 
prefent occafion. 


Art. 27. 4 Mirrour for the Critics. Written in the Year 1750. 
By an Oxfordfhire Ploughman, &c. &c. 8vo. 6d. 
Whitridge. 


This Oxfordfhire Wife-acre feems to have put himfelf to the ex- 
peace of printing twenty-four pages of wretched verfes, chiefly with 
intent 
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intent to abufe the Reviewers: fome of whom, neverthelefs, ill-nz- 
tured as he deems them, are really forry for the lofs the poor man 
will probably fuftain on this idle occafion. Pity it is, that when he 
t his hand to the plough, he could not keep it employed to 
me wfeful purpofe. His Sifter too, who compofed the fine 
Varfes annexed to this brighteft of Mirrours, had better amufe her- 


felf at the churn and* the cheefe-tub, than in teizing “ fad Melpo- 


mene “ fo unmercifully about the untimely death of General Wolfe, 
and the advanced price of Strong Beer. 


* Two of her poems, one of them immediately following the other, 
begin with Come fad Melpomene————This reminds us of an old dif 
mal ditty, which we have heard the difh-wafhing damfels melodioufly 
ehant forth, in the ftrain of 


Mournful Melpomene, 
Affift my quill,— 

Guide thou my hands to write, 
My fenfes to indite, &c.—— 


Our Authorefs, however, had better invoke fome good old Schoot- 
miftrefs to teach her to /pei/. 


Art. 28. The Vifions of Fancy. In Four Elegies. By J. Lange 
horne. 4to. 1s. Payne and Cropley. 


We have frequently introduced this ingenious young Writer to 
the acquaintance of our Readers ; and given fo many and fuch va- 
rious {pecimens of his poetic abilitics, that we think it unneceflary 
to enlarge on the prefent publication. Suffice it therefore to add, 
that in thefe natural, eafy, and flowing Elegies, he has not difgraced 
his former productions. We refer to our accounts of his Hymn to 
Hope, Tears of Mufic (on the death of Handel) Tranflation of Bion’s 
Elegy, on the Death of Adonis, and fome other pieces. 


Art. 29. Providence: or Arandus and Emilec. A Poem. gto. 
2s. Becket and De Hondt. 


Had the Author of this piece continued to maintain his firft plea, 
in making pretenfions to no greater merit than that of an humble 
imitation of Parnell’s Hermit, we fhould have been forry to deprive 
him of that pittance of fame which he might hope for, as the re- 
ward of his labours: but we do not think this plea at all confiftent 
with his immediately difclaiming the name of an Imitator, and fhrewd- 
ly intimating, that if Parnell may be compared to an AZ{chylus, he 
is himfelf equal to a Sophocles or an Euripides. Indeed, we can by 
no means reconcile that indifferent eftimation in which fome Authors 
affe& to hold their own productions, with their actual refolution of 
obtruding them on the public. A Writer who admires his perform- 
ances, and conceives they will afford inftruction or amufement to his 
Readers, 
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Readers, however miftaken he may Ke m5 to be, lays claim at leaft 
to our thanks for his good intention: 

much judgment as to hold his works cheap, is inexcufable for 
adding to the number of indifferent books already printed. Hap- 
py, indeed, is it that books, as well as meny are mortal, or in 
procefs of time the whole world might incur the danger of becom- 
ing one great library, and Authors 

their own works ! 


ut furely one who hath fo 


literally obliged to ftarve on 


Our great objection to the poem before us, is, that many parts of 


it are very deficient in the harmony of numbers, {fo effential to poe- 
try; but if, as we fuppofe, it is the work of a juvenile Writer, he 
may in time acquire a more perfect ear than he poffeffes at prefent. 
We do not tax him, however, with a want of fenfe or fenfibility ; 


and, perhaps, he would do well to confider, whether, in any future 
production, he may not be likely to fucceed better in profe. 


Art. 30. An Epifile to the King. 4to. 6d. Waller. 
Very moral, but very dull. 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 31. A neceffary Supplement to the former Effays on the medt- 
cinal Virtues of Hemlocks By Dr. Anthony Stérck, Aulic 
Counfellor, and a chief Phyfician to her moft facred Ma- 
jefty the Emprefs-Queen, and Phyfician to the Pazmarian 
Hofpital of the City of Vienna. With feveral Corollaries 
and Admonitions, and a Figure of the Plant ufed at Vienna, 
drawn from the Life. ‘Tranflated from the original Latin, 
printed at Vienna, 1761. By a Phyfician. 8vo, Is, 
Becket. 


We find this foreign phyfical Author, fo often reviewed on this 
fubjet, is not difcouraged from a farther profecution of it, by the 
opinion of thofe unnamed “ medical people of great rank,’ who, 
he fays, ** have given a premature and harfh fentence againft Hem- 
lock : nor yet by the enmity and ingratitude of other namelefs per- 
fons,” whom he profefies ‘* to have treated with the greateft refpeét, 
and all manner of good offices.” With regard to the former, if they 
have condemned it, withoutany experience of their own, or a well- 
founded information of its noxious quality or inefficacy, they are 
juftly cenfurable: though if their condemnation of it is oppofitely 
circumftanced, they mult be as juitifiable in reje€ting, as Dr. Storck 
is in patronizing, it. But if any others, obliged to him, have al- 
lowed themfelves in any perfonal {currilities or inveCtives againft him, 


even after having experienced the injurious effects or infignificance gf 


his favourite plant, it is both ungenerous and abfurd; and perhaps 
fuch conduct may partly arife from on the great honours and advan- 


tages which Hemlock has procured him. There is enough, how- 


ever, in thefe repeated complaints, and, indced, in our Author’s oc- 
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cafional conceffions, toevince, that his medicine has fométimes been 
found as ineffectual, and even as inconvenient, in Germany as in 
England. But fince Dr. Storck has not acquainted us with the names, 
nor the number of thofe who have decried it, we can form no eftimate 
of their weight and proportion in refpect to the many approvers of 


- fpecified in his former pamphlets. 


The cafes inthis pamphlet, being juft as many cures, are twenty- 
two ; though fome few Patients continued the medicine while he wrote, , 
They took no other, and were afficted with different difeafes. Eight 
of them were {chirrous, others ulcerous, and one had an open can- 
cer, which was almoft healed, the Patient daily continuing to take a 
drachm and a half of the extract. He confeffes however, there are 
Some cafes, in which there is no fuccefs; of the number of which 
we could wifh to have been afcertained., It is very plain at the fame, 
tine, that Dr. Storck confiders all fuch as incurables, by any remedy 
yet difcovered. But we have the lefs occafion to defpair entirely even 
about fuch, as he here exprefsly:fays, page go. ‘* If that was not 
fufficient, f have another readyThus I fhall afcend by degrees,” &c. 
whence we may infer, the Doétor has been experiencing’ the effects 
of fome other plant, and moft probably of fome poifonous one. 

The Corollaries that fellow thefe cafés, are pretty fimilar to 
many in his former pamphlets, and predicate the Hemlock very 
highly, indeed. Dr, Lebmacker has given him two hiftories of its 
fuccefs in. ulcers after the fmail-pox; whence our Author recommends 
the! trying it in the fevereft degrees arid ftages of that diftemper. 

In: his Admonitions, after confeffing, “ he has had Patients: of all 
kids, to whom: Hemlock was of no fervice [no fuch concéffion, we 
think, having been made in his. firft pamphlet] tho’ indicated from a 
fimilitude of the difeafe ;” he immediately refers thofe who doubt of 
the certainty of the cures ke has publifhed, to the iluftrious Van 
Swieten, who, he fays, has an account of the names and. refidence 
of the Patients. | 

Upon the whole of thefe Admonitions, they contain very little new. 
The burthen-of the fong is, Hemlock, Hemlock ! notwithftanding he 
concludes. at lait, a little inconfiftently, “ he does: notaffirnvit has any 
{pecific virtue.” He congratulates himfelf, neverthelefs, on hearing 
there are feveral Phyficians who follow his example, about divers 
vegetables.” Are thefe fuch as, like Hemlock,. are to have no fpe- 
cific virtues? For as to plants, or parts of plants, which will purge, 
vomit, fweat, or provoke urine, we are not unprovided of duplicates, 
and quadruplicates abundantly. The refearches of thefe Gentlemen 
are, probably, exercifed, like his own, among the deleterious vege- 
tables, which may be indigenous, or native, in Germany, the Sofe- 
num, the Cicuta aquatica, and the Aconitum primum pardalianches of 
Gefner, or Thora Valdenfis of Ray, which Dr. Lewis fuppofes to be 
the poifonous root difcovered: fome years paft, among the Gentian 

imported from Germany. ‘Thefe venemous inveftigations feem to ve- 
rify our predictions, vol. XXV. page 349, 350: nor is it very certain 
this fancy may not hereafter eftablifty fome travelling ———- 
or 
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for making experiments with the poifonous vegetables in Nubia, and 
throughout the Torrid Zone. ; 

But if Dr. Storck has fome occafions to congratulate himfelf in 
Vienna and elfewhere, we find his admirers there have not been un- 
provided with certain opportnnities to condole alfo with him, on the 
oppofition of other Phyficians. Of fuch he thus feelingly complains, 
“They who might and ought to have aiffilted me, defired to 
be excufed. Yea, they have even, by fharpcenfures, and repeated 
harangues to the fons of art, condemned and profcribed my works, 
and would have them deftroyed by fire and fword, Ah me! mifer- 
able fate of man.” Miferable enough, indeed; though he muf 
have been the better enabled to fupport it, by the previous comfort 
he acknowleges, in compliment to Baron Van Swieten, “* Hap- 
py, me! who have an opportunity to practice phyfic under the au- 
{pices of fo greata man.” ‘There is nothing, however, very extra- 
ordinary in, this viciflitude of happinefs and mifery. As Forefight fays, 
our lives are chequered: and. we are truly concerned, on more accounts 
than one, thar it is not honeftly at. prefent in our power to add confi- 
derably to. the number of our Author’s,Comforters, by many inftances 
of the fuccefs of Hemlock among ourfelves. Perhaps the whole 
truth has noras yet been entirely drawn out of the well; but the 
portion that has hitherto appeared here, has done, upon the whole, 
but moderate honour to the Extract. We have not a fingle inftance, 
in the laft volume of Medical Enquiries and Obfervations, of cither 
its fuccefs. or failure: but the declaration of theie Gentlemen in 
their preface, ‘* That they do not chufe to determine finally againft 
the Hemlock, until it has. been tried’ to the utmoft advantage,” 
bears an unpromifing afpect. Mr. Pott, who muft have had various 
opportunities. of feeing, and, hearing of its effects.in ulcers, and in 
venereal.cafes, in which Dr, Storck fo * fupremely celebrates it, has 
declared in his latetreatife-on the Hydrocede, “ it has been always in- 
fignificant, throughout his. acquaintance with it,” or fully to that 
effect, 

The cafe we formerly mentioned,in Ireland, as alleviated + by it, 
and for whofe fuccefs we heartily wiflied, has terminated, we hear, 
in an. entire.cure. It had been named an occult cancer, and never 
ulcerated, ‘The extract was given feveral months, and increafed to 
fixty grains. daily. On the other hand, a late interelting cafe in 


Chefhire, which feemed to mend confiderably for fome time, under - 


acourfe of Hemlock and the Bark, terminated in a fudden and fatal 
hzmorrhage from the throat, to which the laft was not likely to con- 
tribute. We have been affured in fome of the Do&or’s former Corol- 
laries, that Hemlock does not aé by a colliquation ¢ of the blood ; 
and in the prefent, ‘* that it cures the moft malign ulcers, fiftulas, 
and finuffes.” It is-certain, however, in this affe€ting cafe, it did not 


* It carries off the reli&s (relics) of avenereal difemper, that yield 
to no other remedy. Page-29. 

+ Review, vol. XXV. page 296. 

t Liem, page 357. 
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impart fuch a confiftence to the blood, as might have indifpofed ie 
to ahemorrhage ;_ neither did it prevent or cure fuch an ulceration, 
as might have eroded the blood-veffels from which it iffued. Briefly, 
if the experience of Dr. Storck, and of its other admirers, are to deter- 
mine us, Hemlock is the word ; if our own, that affures us, tho’ it be 
Sometimes a remedy, it is very often as fallible zs many others. Per- 
haps it might not chagrin our Author, if feveral of our fchirrous 
Patients, and others, were conveyed to Vienna, to receive it of true 
German growth, and according to his own preparation, with the 
concurrent operation of Auftrian air and regimen: but this feems un- 
likely to happen foon, 

For our own part, we acknowlege, the very different confequences 
of this Extract in Germany and here (for in France it appears to have 
done very little) are fo extremely difficult to account for; that we 
are fometimes tempted to imagine the moft extraordinary cafes it has 
cured abroad, (as the perfe& removal of two {chirrous tumours as 
big as the man’s head, and on each fide of it, &c, &c.) muit have 
refulted from fuch a poifonous ftate of the whole conftitution, as 
could be removed by nothing lefs than another poifon of an oppofite 
quality. This, probably weak fuggeltion we have been driven to, 
from a refolution to credit Dr. Storck’s evidence ftri€tly with regard 
to facts; and mot to conclude, that, like other true Lovers, he had 
been agreeably amufed with feveral impofing reveries*, and, under 
fuch an influence, had compofed the Legend, inftead of the Hiftory, 
of Hemlock. But having fufficient confidence both in his honefty 
and experience, we reject ary fuch conclufion, notwithftanding many 
@udities, and fome puerilities, which might be inftanced in him as a 
Writer, but which by no means affect his credibility. 

We have not feen the Latin original of this traét, the tranflation is 
always plain and intelligible; and we fhould not omit, that a 
copper-plate of the right Hemlock is prefixed to it; which, with the 
very deep glofly green leaves of the plant, its {potted hollow ftalk, and 
its peculiar rank imell, may prevent any attentive perfon from miftak- 
ingit. We may be deceived, perhaps, in fuppofing this pamphlet to be 
the laft on the fubjeét, that will require an Englith Review ; but we hall 
certainly rejoice to find the Hemlock’s future fuccefs here, equal to 
all its Patron’s encomiums; and fhall experience more pleafure in 
publifhing our happy conviction of it, than we have felt from. our 
neceflary and well-intended ftri€tures on all the performances con- 
cerning it. 





* An qui were amant ipft fibi fomnia fingunt? In fort, the 
many miraculous cures bere afcvibed to this Simple, may imply its medicinal 
wis tues to exceed thofe of the famous Moly and Nepenthe of the Pets. 
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